HARWICH & DOVERCOURT GOLF CLUB
RULES

Including amendments as at the AGM held on 12th April 2013, 

the AGM on 8th April 2016 and AGM on the 7th April 2017.
THE CLUB
1. The Club shall be called Harwich & Dovercourt Golf Club.

2(i)
The Club is formed to provide a Golf Course and Clubhouse, and to supply refreshments and all things incidental to the game of golf.

The Clubhouse shall be open from 0745, and the course from sunrise to sunset, but not before 0800 at weekends from November to February.

The permitted hours for the sale of alcohol under the licensing act 2003 in the Tendring District shall be posted in the Clubhouse. No refreshments, including alcohol shall be supplied to members otherwise than by, or on behalf of, the Club, which is registered in this respect.  


         (ii) The main purpose of the club will be to provide facilities   
for and to promote participation in amateur golf

        (iii) Upon dissolution of the club any remaining assets shall   
given or transferred to another registered CASC, a              
registered charity or golf’s governing body.

OFFICERS & COMMITTEE
3 (i).
The General Committee is responsible for the Management of the Club, shall consist of the Captain, President, Vice Captain, Vice President, immediate Past Captain, Honorary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer,Vets Section Captain and 9 elected members of the club one of whom shall be the Chairman of the Bar Committee.  The Bar Committee, elected annually at the A.G.M., shall consist of three members responsible for the purchasing of intoxicating liquor for the Club.  

(ii).
The Ladies Section is to propose their Captain and Vice Captain at the Club Annual General Meeting, and should they be accepted by the Club Membership, shall become full members of the Committee.

(iii).
The Captain, Vice Captain, President, Vice President, Honorary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer, Bar Chairman and in rotation four members of the Committee shall retire annually but shall be eligible for re-election at the Annual General Meeting.

(iv).
Seven members of the General Committee shall form a quorum. The Captain and the Honorary Secretary, together or individually, are delegated to act on behalf of the committee in matters that may require a decision before the next scheduled meeting, at which time the action shall be confirmed and recorded in the minutes.  

(v).
The name of any member for election or re-election shall be nominated in writing to the secretary not less than 3 days before the A.G.M.  

The Committee shall have power to appoint the junior organiser, to co-opt to fill a vacancy and appoint other members to Sub-Committees all to be elected annually.  

(vi).
A register of attendance of members of the Committee shall be kept by The Honorary Secretary and read at the Annual General Meeting before their re-election.

TRUSTEES
4 There are four Trustees of the Club. A Trustee shall hold office until he resigns or a resolution removing him from office shall be passed at a General Meeting.  

New Trustees shall be appointed by the existing Trustees and the appointment shall be confirmed by the Club in General Meeting.

The names of the Trustees shall be lodged with the Land Registry as required by English Law.

(i) All property of the Club including land and investments

 shall be held by the Trustees for the use and benefit of the members, who are defined as honorary Life members and those who are paying, and have paid for at least 5 years consecutively, a full or restricted subscription.  

(ii) The Trustees shall the power to buy, sell, mortgage or otherwise deal in the Property of the Club, with the approval of the Committee.

GENERAL MEETING
5
The Club year shall be from 1st February to the 31st January.  An Annual General Meeting shall be held as soon as possible after the accounts have been audited.  The date is to be fixed by the Committee when the Treasurer shall lay before the meeting, a statement of affairs of the Club, duly audited.  Twelve members to form a quorum.

Special General Meetings shall be called by the Honorary Secretary within one month of a requisition to the Captain, or in his absence to the Honorary Secretary or President, signed by at least ten members stating precisely the purpose for which the meeting is called, and the resolutions to be proposed.
(i) The Honorary Secretary shall give at least seven days notice in writing of any General Meeting to each member.  Twelve members shall form a Quorum.  Notice of all motions to be brought before the Annual General Meeting or a Special General Meeting to be given in writing seven clear days before the date fixed for meeting.  If at any General Meeting duly called as directed in this rule, there shall not be a quorum present, then a further meeting shall be called within one month, at which the quorum shall be three members.

(ii) The only persons entitled to vote at a General Meeting are full, 4 day, 9 hole and honorary life members, EXCLUDING country, dual , social members and students over the age of 18.
MEMBERSHIP
6. Membership of the club shall be open to anyone interested  in golf on application to the club, regardless of sex, age, disability, ethnicity, nationality, sexual orientation, religion or other beliefs. Limitation of membership, according to available facilities, is allowable on a non-discriminatory basis.

(i) The club may have different classes of membership and subscription on a non discriminatory and fair basis

(ii) The club will keep subscriptions at levels that will not pose a significant obstacle to people participating

(iii)  Any person residing within 15 miles of the Club can only play six times a year, paying green fees, without applying for membership.
(iv) Persons with a permanent residence in excess of 50 miles as the crow flies from the Club may join the Club as a County Member.

(v) Person who is already members of another Golf Club may join the Club as a Dual Member. Such members shall not be entitled to vote, to take part in boarded competitions, nor to make use of the 1906 Club privileges.  

(vi) Junior boys of 18 handicap and junior girls of 30 handicaps and under shall be allowed to play in all adult competitions.

(vii) Those over 70 years of age may be granted 9 hole membership at the discretion of the committee.

(viii) Social members may be elected to enjoy the privileges of the Clubhouse only. Any member intending to resign from the Club shall give written notice to the Honorary Secretary on or before the 31st December prior to the commencement of the next financial year.
(ix) The club committee may refuse membership only for good cause, such as conduct or character likely to bring the club or sport into disrepute. Appeal against such refusal or removal may be made.

(x) Any person refused membership has the right of appeal, such appeal to be heard before the officers of the club, namely, The President, Vice President, Club Captain, Club Vice Captain, Honorary Secretary and Club Treasurer. Any appeal must take place before at least 5 of those officers, with a simple majority determining the outcome. In the event of a tie, the Club President would have the casting vote.
SUBSCRIPTIONS
7

The subscriptions for membership shall be determined      by the committee prior to the 1st May each Club Year.

(i) The Committee may reduce the first year’s subscription for any member who joins after the31st May.

(ii) As a non profit making organisation, all surpluses from the Clubs playing and trading activities shall be used to maintain or improve the related facilities.

(iii) The Club membership of any person who is in arrears to the Club after the end of May shall cease forthwith.  Such persons shall have no access to the course or any other of the Clubs facilities.

(iv) For adults, on joining, a joining fee, to be set from time to time by the Committee, shall be payable, and once paid, it shall be for life.

(v) All subscriptions and joining fees shall be paid in full as the Committee shall decide, the Club may, for those who so request in writing, arrange for direct debit facilities.  The use of direct debit facilities shall not relieve the member of his/her obligation to pay the full (annual) amount due to the Club.

TEMPORARY MEMBERS, VISITORS AND GUESTS
8 All golfers who, upon presentation of a golf handicap certificate, have paid a green fee and have been registered in the Green Fee Book, and members of visiting teams, including indoor bowls and darts teams, will be eligible to be accorded the same facilities as those granted to temporary members.

(i) The spouse and immediate family of a member will be eligible to be accorded the same privileges as those granted to a social member while the member is present.

(ii) Temporary members will be entitled to be served with alcohol in the Clubhouse, but they may not introduce guests.

(iii) Full members may, with the prior approval of the Committee, invite guests to a private function.  The member is to provide a guest list to Honorary Secretary at least three days prior to the function, and shall be present throughout the function.  The number of such functions is to be no more than 12 per year.

(iv) Members may introduce guests in the Club, no more than two at a time.  All guests must sign the Visitors Book.  Any one guest may visit the Club no more than three times per year.  Guests are not allowed to buy alcohol and may remain the premises only as long as the member introducing them is present.

CONDUCT OF MEMBERS
9 Subject to the rules of Natural Justice, the Committee shall have the power, on a vote by ballot and by a majority of two thirds of its Members present at the meeting, to suspend a Member whose conduct appears to them to endanger either the character interests or good order of the Club, including such conduct which is either in defiance or infringement of the Rules of the Club , or obnoxious to Members of the Club, but only after such Member has been given, on reasonable notice but not less than seven days, in writing, and opportunity of being heard by the Committee.

(i) Such Member, on such conditions as the Committee may    determine, may loose all rights and privileges of Membership, and that for such period of suspension, as the Committee may decide.

(ii)The Committee may, also, report such Member to a General Meeting of the Club, when the Club shall have the power, on a vote by ballot, and by a majority of two thirds of those voting at the Meeting, so expel the Member so suspended.  Any Member so expelled shall have no remedy against the Club, and following expulsion,  shall not be permitted to enter the Clubhouse nor play on the Course, and, in addition, shall not be introduced, by any Member, as a visitor to either the Clubhouse, or the Course, and also, shall not be entitled to be a Temporary Member

(iii) At least seven days before calling such meeting, the Honorary Secretary shall, if the Committee propose expulsion, communicate with such Member in writing, giving him or her, an opportunity of resigning his or her Membership.  If such Member does not resign, he or she shall be given a fair hearing at the General Meeting.

(iv) For the purposes of these clauses, the Committee may, also hold a Member responsible for the conduct of any visitor or guest who may be introduced by that Member to any facilities of the Club  for any loss, injury or damage, as may be suffered by the Club, as a result of his or her visitor or guest.

(v) Dogs are to be kept on a lead on the course at all time, and are not allowed in the Clubhouse.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

10 The Committee may from time to time issue notices concerning Health and Safety and Child Protection.  Any such notices, once promulgated, shall form part of these rules.

RULES

11 All members shall receive a copy of the Rules of the Club, and these shall be binding.

(i) No Rule of the Club shall be altered or new Rule passed except at a General Meeting.

(ii) All complaints shall be made in writing to the Committee.

COMPETITION RULES

 (Applicable only to Men, for Ladies competitions refer to the rules from the Ladies Committee on the day).
1. In Match Play Competitions, the entrance fee must be paid by the Competitor when entering.  Any entrant who has not paid his entry fee when the draw is made shall not be included.  In Stroke Competitions the entrance fee must be paid before play is commenced.  Penalty for non-observance; disqualification.

2. All Competitions or Matches must be played from the white markers unless stated otherwise.

3. In Match Play Competitions the players can, in the event of a tie, play to a finish in which case strokes will continue to be allocated as in the first 18 holes, or, play a further match of 18 holes.  If agreement cannot be reached the match shall be played to a finish. 

4. All Competitions to be played off handicaps ruling on the day of play.

5. Match Play rounds must be played by the stated dates (see Rule 7).

6. To ensure completion of knock-out competitions by the date fixed, the following rules will apply:-

(a) Opponents shall be equally responsible for arranging their match.

(b) No extensions to be allowed to the advertised date for the completion of each round.  This date may be extended by the Committee in the event Course closure.

(c) In the event of failure to agree a date, the player presenting himself on the tee 4 hours before sunset on the designated day for completion of that round may be declared the winner, at the discretion of the Committee.

7 Winners of Preliminary Rounds of Match Play Competitions and Winter League Matches are responsible for the result being recorded.

8 Walk-over’s must be indicated on the Competition Sheet by the closing date of the round otherwise both Competitors will be disqualified.

9 Any ties is Medal Competitions and the Carnival Cup will be decided by the score other the last 9 holes.  If still tied, then the last number 6 then 3, then 12, then 15.

10 Any ties in Cup Competitions must be decided within one month of the Competition.  Competitors must play on the same day, not necessarily in the same group, using the Cup format to decide the winner. 

