
Temple Golf Club – naked as nature intended 

 

‘Playing golf is not just about using your senses to select the right club or judge the correct line of a putt. 

To get full enjoyment, have much more fun, and learn a little about nature, one needs to appreciate all 

the delights of both the golfing and non-golfing aspects of Temple – to actually and not just subliminally 

see, smell, hear and touch. Enjoy the sight of clouds of butterflies in the downland fields, smell the wild 

thyme and marjoram in the meadows, feel the warmth of the sun on your back, and hear the song of 

the skylark as he soars in the sky. Even after a less-than-satisfactory round of golf there are surely some 

positives to take from three hours spent out in the country.’ 

This lyrical description by long-standing Temple member Malcolm Peake appear in Temple Delights, a 

publication compiled in 2009 as the club celebrated its centenary. He was Chairman of Green at the time 

and his knowledge and enthusiasm for the landscape as a whole are admirable. 

Ten years on, the tree audit which the club has now produced is intended to build on those passions, 

and on several more formal surveys carried out by ecological organisations. This reflects the increased 

interest and concern in the environment and the impact that human activity is having in a world that has 

moved from agricultural, industrial and now post-industrial communities. Change is in the nature of 

things, but ghosts from the past are everywhere present. 

The first scientific survey of the golf course at Temple was conducted in 

1984. It was a botanical survey carried out by the Berkshire, 

Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Naturalists Trust (BBONT), now 

Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust (BBOWT). The 

course at that time was subject to frequent grass mowing. By 1990 

conservation was emerging as an important issue and local naturalists 

agreed with the club to conduct a year-long survey. The purpose was to 

come up with a new land management scheme that would encourage 

species diversity. Such a detailed study would also allow further 

comparisons to be made in future years in order to judge how well this 

and any subsequent scheme was working.  

Change may be slow, but it needs planning and policies, which are also developing over time. The 1992 

survey produced by BBONT in conjunction with Windsor and Maidenhead Urban Wildlife Group remains 

the baseline description of the flora and fauna present at Temple. The survey included accounts of birds, 

butterflies, moths, other invertebrates, mammals, fungi as well as a botanical survey of grasses, 

flowering plants, together with trees and shrubs. 

Armed with its own detailed data and a summary of the 1984 account, the 1992 survey made 

recommendations on how the land management programme for Temple should look.  



With environmental concerns looming ever larger the public 

imagination, the management of the wider landscape within 

which Temple falls became a responsibility shared at three 

levels – national, regional and local. Land management policy 

at Temple was to be influenced by the Woodland Trust at the 

national level, BBOWT at the regional and by the course 

management team at the club, headed by Ben Kebby 

(pictured left), working with the club’s greens committee at 

the local level. 

In 2012 another survey was carried by BBOWT following 

concerns of under-management of woodland area. The study 

noted that the course was designated as a Local Wildlife Site 

for its county importance and lay with the Chilterns 

Escarpment Biodiversity Opportunity Area. An updated five-year habit management plan was devised 

which the club has been implementing. 

With all this in mind, the scope of the 2019 tree audit is: to identify individually those trees lying inside 

the perimeter and locate their positions in situ; to identify areas of ancient woodland and give a generic 

account of their make-up; to provide a generic account of the hedgerow area including trees and 

shrubbery. 

********************** 

Undertaking an audit of trees at Temple is a tricky business as the site of the golf club (course and 

environs) includes both ancient woodland areas and areas (copses, stands, clusters and individual 

specimens) on the course itself, designed both for visual and strategic (screens and hazards) purposes. 

Some of the older trees on the course remind us that the land was part of a park before its conversion in 

1909 to a golf course. 

For the purposes of the audit, there is a non-numerical description of the tree varieties to be found in 

the ancient woodland and along the boundaries, but also an itemised account of the trees to be found 

on the course itself. Errors and omissions will occur, as all previous surveys have admitted. 

The process of identification of most things in nature is complicated by what Charles Darwin observed as 

continuous adaptation, and in the plant kingdom the process of hybridisation (mainly through 

pollination) – both natural and man-induced – produces change, often subtle. This is reflected at Temple 

particularly in the oaks (quercus) and limes (tilia) on the site, to a lesser degree in the ash (fraxinus) and 

maple (acer). In the descriptions of trees that follow, more detail has been provided in an effort to aid 

identification. 

 



Mungden Wood, which is situated to the left of the 1st tee and on the left along the entire 4th fairway, is 

the largest expanse of ancient woodland to be found at Temple. The wooded strip which borders the 

A404 is the next; so-called By-pass Wood would have previously connected to Carpenters Wood on the 

other side of the dual carriageway. What is known as Badger Wood, on the right of the 7th fairway and 

on the right of the eighth and along the fairway of the ninth is another secluded ancient woodland 

habitat. These woodland areas belong to the Bisham Wood complex of nine individual woods which 

have been designated an SSI by the Woodland Trust, the national body which oversees the management 

of the English landscape. A description of what these woodlands comprise is included in a document 

Temple 4 which also covers the boundary areas. 

Predominant species found among both the ancient woodland and on the course at Temple include in 

the following: 

Beech – Fagus sylvatica    

Beech is associated with 

femininity and is often 

considered the queen of 

British trees, where oak is the 

king.  

In Celtic mythology, Fagus 

was the god of beech trees. It 

was thought to have 

medicinal properties – beech 

leaves were used to relieve 

swellings and boiling the 

leaves could make a poultice. 

Forked beech twigs are also 

traditionally used for divining. 

Beech timber is used for a 

variety of purposes, including 

fuel, furniture, cooking 

utensils, tool handles and 

sports equipment.  

The wood burns well and was 

traditionally used to smoke 

herring. The edible nuts, or 

masts, were once used to 

feed pigs, and in France they 

are still sometimes roasted 

and used as a coffee substitute. 



Copper beech – Fagus sylvatica f. purpurea 

Copper beeches appeared as natural mutants of the 

common beech in various parts of Europe, as early as the 

15th century. It grows to a height of more than 40m. The 

bark is smooth, thin and grey, often with slight horizontal 

etchings. Twigs are slender and grey but not straight – their 

shape resembles a zig-zag. Torpedo-shaped leaf buds are 

coppery and up to 2cm in length, with a distinctive criss-

cross pattern. 

Leaves are coppery to deep purple in colour, oval and 

fringed with silky brown hairs.   Flowers are monoecious, 

meaning both male and female flowers grow on the same 

tree. In April and May, the copper beech’s tassel-like male 

catkins hang from long stalks at the end of twigs, while 

female flowers grow in pairs, surrounded by a cup. Once 

wind pollinated, this cup becomes woody and encloses 

one or two reddish brown beech nuts (known as 

beechmast). In winter by, like common beech, buds are 

sharply pointed. 

Copper beech is classified as native in the south of England 

and non-native in the north. Changing climatic conditions 

have put beech 

populations in southern 

England under increased 

stress and while it may 

not be possible to 

maintain the current 

levels of beech in some 

sites it is thought that 

conditions for beech in 

north-west England may 

improve.  

As with common beech, 

the foliage of copper 

beech is eaten by the 

caterpillars of a number 

of moths, including the 

barred hook-tip, clay 



triple-lines and olive crescent. The seeds are eaten by mice, voles, squirrels and birds. 

Because beech trees live for so long, they provide habitats for many deadwood specialists such as hole-

nesting birds and wood-boring insects. The bark is often home to a variety of fungi, mosses and lichens. 

Like common beech, copper beech timber is used for a variety of purposes, including fuel, furniture, 

cooking utensils, tool handles and sports equipment. The wood burns well and was traditionally used to 

smoke herring. The edible nuts, or masts, were once used to feed pigs, and in France they are still 

sometimes roasted and used as a coffee substitute.  

Yew – Taxus baccata  

Yew trees have long been associated 

with churchyards and there are at least 

500 churchyards in England which 

contain yew trees older than the 

building itself. It is not clear why, but it 

has been suggested that yew trees were 

planted on the graves of plague victims 

to protect and purify the dead, but also 

that graveyards were inaccessible to 

cows, which would die if they ate the 

leaves. 

Yew trees were used as symbols of 

immortality, but also seen as omens of 

doom. For many centuries it was the 

custom for yew branches to be carried on Palm Sunday and at funerals. In Ireland it was said that the 

yew was ‘the coffin of the vine’, as wine barrels were made of yew staves. 

Yew timber is rich orange-brown in colour, closely grained and incredibly strong and durable (hence why 

old trees can remain standing with hollow trunks). Traditionally the wood was used in turnery and to 

make long bows and tool handles.  

***** 

Oaks are long lived trees, many being 500 or more years old. There are many varieties of this iconic tree 

to be found in the UK, with some being native and others originating elsewhere in the world. At Temple 

there are both, some in the ancient woodland and others planted on the course over the years. 



Among the native varieties are the Sessile Oak (Quercus petraea) and English or Pedunculate 

Oak (Quercus robur), which readily hybridise. 

Leaf 

Simple leaves arranged alternately around the stem. 

The two (main) species of oak differ in the length of 

the leaf stalk/petiole. In the pedunculate oak, the 

leaf stalks (petioles) are quite short (less than 

0.5cm) whereas in the sessile oak the leaf stalks are 

more obvious (1 

to 1.5 cm in 

length). The 

edge of the leaf 

is lobed and wavy. There are 5 to 7 

lobes on each side of the leaf. In 

the pedunculate oak, the lobes 

tend to taper into the stem so that 

the leaf stalk/petiole is scarcely 

noticeable. Leaves of the sessile 

oak (right) may have fine hairs on 

the underside - particularly on the 

main vein or midrib of the leaf. 

The oak is held in high regard 
across most cultures in Europe. It 
was sacred to many gods including 
Zeus (Greek), Jupiter (Roman) and Dagda (Celtic). Each of these gods 
ruled over thunder and lightning, and oak trees are prone to lightning 

strikes as they are often the tallest living feature in the landscape. 

English Oak – Quercus robor 

The oak is held in high regard across most cultures in Europe. 

The oak was sacred to many gods including Zeus (Greek), 

Jupiter (Roman) and Dagda (Celtic). Each of these gods ruled 

over thunder and lightning, and oak trees are prone to 

lightning strikes as they are often the tallest living feature in 

the landscape. 

Druids frequently practised and worshipped their rituals in oak 

groves and cherished the mistletoe that frequents oak tree 

branches. Royalty has had a long association with oak trees 

too; ancient kings adorned themselves with crowns of oak 

https://www.woodlands.co.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/oak1.jpg
https://www.woodlands.co.uk/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/oak-no-petiole.jpg


leaves, King Charles II hid from his pursuers in an oak tree at Boscobel House and Roman Emperors were 

presented with crowns of oak leaves during victory parades. In England the oak has for centuries been a 

national symbol of strength and survival.  Couples were wed under ancient oaks in Oliver Cromwell’s 

time, the festive Yule Log was traditionally cut from oak. 

Oaks produce one of the hardest and most durable timbers on the planet. However, it takes up to 150 

years before an oak is ready to use in construction. It was the primary ship building material until the 

mid-19th century and remains a popular wood for 

architectural beams. Modern uses of English oak 

include flooring, wine barrels and firewood. 

Traditionally the leaves, bark and acorns were 

believed to heal many medical ailments including 

diarrhoea, inflammation and kidney stones. 

Historically humans also collected acorns and 

processed them into flour for bread making. These 

culinary techniques have mostly died out following 

the domestication of wheat production 10,000 

years ago, leaving the harvest for wild birds and 

mammals. 

Tannin found in the bark has been used to tan 

leather since at least Roman times.  

Turkey (Turkish) oak – Quercus cerris 

Turkey oak, like the one 
approaching the green on the 
right to the 1st hole, is host to 
the gall wasp Andricus 
quercuscalicis, whose larvae damage the acorns of native British oaks. In 1998, the 
Ministry of Defence ordered the felling of all Turkey oaks on its UK bases. 

Turkey oak can grow to 40m and was introduced to the UK as an ornamental tree in 
the 18th century. The bark is dark grey, maturing with various plates and deep 

fissures. On older trees the trunk fissures are often streaked with orange near the base. 
Dark green and variable in shape – some lobes are elaborate and pointed while other 

leaves have rounded, simple lobes. To touch they are rough and thick, shiny above but 
felted underneath. 

The catkins are pollinated by wind and large acorns mature 18 months after pollination. Acorns are quite 
distinct – orange at the base, graduating to a green-brown tip, and with a 'hairy' acorn 'cup', which looks 
like a hat made of moss. Turkey Oak can be distinguished from native oaks by its 'hairy' acorn cups, 
which look like they are covered in a dense coating of moss. In winter buds are in clusters and the bud 
scales extend beyond the bud. Each bud has more than three scales. 



Native to the south east France and across to the Balkans and Turkey, Turkey oak is widely planted in 
much of Europe and was reintroduced to UK woodlands in the 18th century. It is not as valuable to 
native wildlife as English and sessile oaks, but the catkins provide a source of pollen for bees and other 
insects, and the acorns are eaten by birds and small mammals (although they are said to be less 
palatable than native oak acorns). Birds may nest and roost among the branches. 

Turkey oak is mainly used as an ornamental tree, though it is less widely planted now, due to the 
damage its gall wasp can cause to native oak acorns.  

Holm or Holly Oak – 

Quercus ilex  

There are several 

specimens at Temple of 

this beautiful 

Mediterranean evergreen 

oak which has been 

naturalised in the UK.  They 

can easily be spotted on 

the 2nd, 8th and 12th 

holes, with some seeding 

also taking place (on the 

10th for instance). 

It is one of the few 

evergreen oak trees found 

in Britain today and lends 

itself well to shaping 

In ancient Greece the 

leaves of the holm oak were used to tell the future and they were also used to make crowns to honour 

people. The acorn was seen as a sign of fertility and wearing acorn jewellery was believed to increase 

fertility. In Greek lore, the primitive tribes of Arkadia were said to have lived on a stable diet of acorns. 

Holm oak timber is incredibly hard and strong. The Romans used the wood for making the wheels of 

carts and carriages, as well as agricultural tools. Today it is sometimes used for firewood as it is slow and 

long lasting. Holm oak acorns are used to feed pigs reared for Iberico ham.  



Horse chestnut – Aesculus hippocastanum 

 It is rarely found in woodland, but is a 

common site in parks, gardens, streets and 

village greens. Horse chestnut was first 

introduced from Turkey in the late 16th 

century and widely planted in the UK. It is 

called Horse chestnut because the leaf scars 

where leaves have fallen, have a distinctive 

horseshoe marking. 

There is little folklore associated with the tree 

– probably due to it being an introduced 

species – except the game of conkers. The first 

record of the game is from the Isle of Wight in 

1848.  

Horse chestnut timber is a pale creamy white 

to light brown with a smooth, soft, fine 

texture. It's not very strong and is therefore 

not used commercially, but its soft texture 

makes it ideal for carving. 

Other uses of the conkers include horse medicines, as 

additives in shampoos and as a starch substitute. 

Chemicals extracted from conkers can be used to treat 

strains and bruises. 

Also present at Temple is the red horse chestnut 

(Aesculus carnea). A fertile hybrid, it is a smaller tree, 

with darker green leaves, some shoots lacking terminal 

buds. Smaller short stalked leaflets are broadest at the 

middle. Flowers with four equal plain pink or dull red petals in erect panicle. Stamens are just longer 

than the petals. Smaller russet husked fruits (left) with few or no spines are produced. 



Alder – Alnus glutinosa 

Alder is native to Britain and is also found throughout 

Europe as far as Siberia. 

Alder is particularly noted for its important symbiotic 

relationship with a nitrogen-fixing bacterium 

called Frankia alni. This bacterium is found in the 

root nodules. The bacterium absorbs nitrogen from 

the air and makes it available to the tree. Alder, in 

turn, provides the bacterium with sugars, which it 

produces through photosynthesis. 

The green dye from the flowers was used to colour and 

camouflage the clothes of outlaws like Robin Hood, and was 

thought to also colour the clothes of fairies. When cut, the pale wood turns a deep orange, giving the 

impression of bleeding. As such, many people feared alder trees and the Irish thought it was unlucky to 

pass one on a journey. 

Soft and porous, alder wood is only durable if kept wet, and its value to humans is down to its ability to 

withstand rot under water. Historically it has been used in the construction of boats, sluice gates and 

water pipes, and much of Venice is built on alder piles. These days alder wood is used to make timber 

veneers, pulp and plywood. 

Alder coppices well and the wood makes excellent charcoal and gunpowder. The roots have nitrogen-

fixing nodules which make it an excellent soil conditioner. The trees are therefore used to improve soil 

fertility on former industrial wasteland and brownfield sites. They are also used in flood mitigation. 

Alder used to be the preferred wood to make clogs, and it was said that a few alder leaves placed in the 

shoes before a long journey would cool the feet and prevent swelling. 

Field maple – Acer 

campestre 

There is little mythology 

and symbolism 

associated with the field 

maple, but in parts of 

Europe it was believed 

that maple branches 

hung around a doorway 

could prevent bats from 

entering the building. 



The herbalist, Culpepper, recommended maple leaves and bark to strengthen the liver. 

Field maple produces the hardest, highest density timber of all European maples. It is a warm creamy-

brown colour with a silky shine. Traditional uses for the field maple include wood-turning, carving and 

the making of musical instruments, particularly harps. The wood polishes well and is often used as a 

veneer.  

Hornbeam – Carpinus 

betulus 

It is often confused with 

common beech, but 

doubly serrated leaf 

edges tell them apart. 

A tonic made from 

hornbeam was said to 

relieve tiredness and 

exhaustion, and its 

leaves were used to 

stop bleeding and heal 

wounds.  

Hornbeam timber is a pale creamy white with a flecked grain. 

It is extremely hard and strong, and so is mainly used for 

furniture and flooring. Traditional used for the wood included 

ox-yokes (a wooden beam fitted across the shoulders of an ox 

to enable it to pull a cart), butchers' chopping blocks and cogs 

for windmills and water mills. It was also coppiced and 

pollarded for poles.  

Whitebeam – Sorbus aria    

It is commonly grown in parks and gardens, though is quite 

rare in the wild.  There is very little folklore and symbolism 

associated with whitebeam, perhaps because it is so rare in 

the wild. Swedish Whitebeam is also present and is a hybrid 

between S. aria, S. torminalis and S. acuparia. 



Whitebeam timber is fine-grained, hard and white. Traditional uses included wood-turning and fine 

joinery, including chairs, beams, cogs and wheels in machinery.   

Rowan – Sorbus aucuparia   

Rowan is also known as mountain ash because it can grow at 

high altitudes and is native to the UK and northern and western 

Europe. 

Rowan was once widely planted by houses as a protection 

against witches. The colour red was considered to be the best 

colour for fighting evil, and so the rowan, with its bright red 

berries, has long been associated with magic and witches. Its old 

Celtic name is 'fid na ndruad', which means wizards' tree. In 

Ireland it was planted near houses to protect them against spirits, and in Wales rowan trees were 

planted in churchyards. Cutting down a rowan was considered taboo in Scotland. 

The wood was used for stirring milk to prevent it curdling, and as a pocket charm against rheumatism. It 

was also used to make divining rods. Rowan berries are edible to humans - they are sour but rich in 

vitamin C and can be used to make a jelly to accompany meats. 

The wood is pale yellow-brown with a deeper brown heartwood. It is strong, hard and tough, but not 

particularly durable. It is sometimes used in turnery, furniture, craftwork and engraving. 

Sycamore – Acer pseudoplatanus 

Sycamore is a deciduous broadleaf tree native 

tree to central, eastern and southern Europe. It 

was probably introduced to the UK in the Middle 

Ages and is now a naturalised species. 

In Wales, sycamore trees were used in the 

traditional craft of making 'love spoons'. In some 

parts of the UK the winged seeds are known as 

'helicopters' and used in flying competitions and 

model-making by children. 



Sycamore timber is hard and strong, pale cream and with a fine grain. It is used for making furniture and 

kitchenware as the wood does not taint or stain the food.  

******* 

There are three native types of lime in Britain: the small-leaved lime (Tilia cordata); the large-leaved 

lime (Tilia platyphyllos); and the common lime (Tilia x europaea): a hybrid of small leaved and broad-

leaved lime. All three are present around the course at Temple. 

Tilia × europaea, generally known as the common lime or common linden, is a naturally 

occurring hybrid between Tilia cordata (small-leaved lime) and Tilia platyphyllos (large-leaved lime). It 

occurs in the wild in Europe at scattered localities wherever the two parent species are both native. It is 

not closely related to the lime fruit tree, a species of citrus. 

 The small-leaved lime was a dominant tree in the forests 

that formed in the UK after the Ice Age – especially those 

that formed in the lowlands of the South and east.  The 

small-leaved form is now relatively unusual in the UK, but 

some can be seen at Temple along the right-hand side of 

the 7th green.  

The common lime is a tall, broadleaf tree that is a natural 

hybrid between the large-leaved and small-leaved Limes. 

It will tolerate a wide variety of conditions, so is 

commonly planted in parks and along roadsides, lining 

avenues with its impressive shade. Aphids feed on the 

leaves of the common lime, producing sticky 'dew' that 

drops on to anything below. Its sweet-smelling summer 

flowers attract a huge number of insects looking for 

nectar, especially bees. It produces large-

winged, nut-like fruits that disperse its seeds 

by the wind. Look out for red nail galls on the 

leaves of common lime, which, 

unsurprisingly, look like large red nails! They 

are caused by a small insect called a gall mite. 

https://www.woodlands.co.uk/blog/tree-identification/small-leaved-lime/
https://www.woodlands.co.uk/blog/tree-identification/small-leaved-lime/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hybrid_(biology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tilia_cordata
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tilia_platyphyllos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lime_(fruit)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citrus


The common lime has heart-shaped leaves; 

white-green, five-petalled flowers; and small, 

oval fruits with pointed tips. The three lime 

trees of the UK are difficult to tell apart. The 

common lime can be recognised by the 

abundant twiggy suckers (above) around the 

base of its trunk. 

A hybrid between the two native species of 

lime, the debate about whether common lime is native itself still 

continues. Where it appears as a natural hybrid, it can be considered 

'native'. 

Not unsurprisingly, the 

leaves of the small leaved lime are smaller than those 

of the broad-leaved lime - being about 8cm long and 

8 cm in width. The leaves are also somewhat more 

symmetrical than those of the broad-leaved lime. 

Sometimes the base of the leaf is described as heart 

shaped, the tip of the leaf comes to a point. The edge 

of the leaf or margin has a series of fine 'teeth'; that 

is, it is finely serrated.  

Limes are hermaphrodite, meaning both the male 

and female reproductive parts are contained within 

one flower. Flowers are white-yellow, five-petalled 

and hang in clusters of 2-5 and have a drooping habit. 

In the small-leaved lime, however, the flowers point upwards, one of the best way to tell he varieties 

apart. Fruits, once pollinated by 

insects, they develop into round-

oval, slightly ribbed fruits, with a 

pointed tip. In winter the red twigs 

are hairy and more so at 

the ends. The red-pink 

buds are longer than 

4mm and only have 2-3 

scales.  

Lime leaves are eaten by 

the caterpillars of many 

moth species, including 

the lime hawk, 

peppered, vapourer, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Tilia_x_europea-1.JPG


triangle and scarce hook-tip moths. They are very attractive to aphids, providing a source of food for 

their predators, including hoverflies, ladybirds and many species of bird (bees also drink the aphid 

honeydew deposited on the leaves). The flowers provide nectar and pollen for insects, particularly bees. 

Long-lived trees provide dead wood for wood-boring beetles, and nesting holes for birds.  

Limes have long been associated with fertility. In France and Switzerland, limes are a symbol of liberty, 

and the trees were planted to celebrate different battles. 

Lime wood is soft and light, white-yellow and finely textured. It is easy to work and often used in 

turnery, carving and furniture making. Lime bark was traditionally used to make rope, and lime flowers 

were considered a valuable source of food for honeybees. The wood does not warp and is still used 

today to make sounding boards and piano keys. Limes can be coppiced and used for fuel, hop-poles, 

bean-sticks, cups, ladles, bowls and even Morris dancing sticks. 

Ash – Fraxinus excelsior  

Common ash is found across Europe, from the Arctic Circle 

to Turkey. It is the third most common tree in Britain. It is 

currently being affected by Chalara dieback of ash. 

The ash tree was thought to have medicinal and mystical 

properties and the wood was burned to ward off evil spirits. 

In Norse Viking mythology, ash was referred to as the 'Tree 

of Life'. Even today it is sometimes known as the 'Venus of 

the woods'. In Britain we regarded ash as a healing tree.  

 In Britain we regarded 

ash as a healing tree.  

 

 



Narrow-leaved ash – Fraxinus 

angustifolia, which can be seen 

behind the 7th green, is 

frequently grown as 

an ornamental tree in Europe 

north of its native range for its 

decorative flowers – the species is 

also sometimes called "flowering 

ash".  

The narrow-leaved ash is a medium-sized 

deciduous tree, growing 40-45m in height and 

up to 1.5m in diameter. The crown is dense, 

irregular and dome shaped, with short and 

pendulous shoots. Its bark is grey and becomes 

finely and deeply reticulate-fissured. The 

leaves are compound, arranged in groups of 7-

13, odd pinnate, and are slender, 3-8cm long 

and 1-1.5cm broad, shiny green and hairless.  

 The species is monoecious with 

hermaphrodite inflorescences of 10-30 

flowers; however, some inflorescences with 

pure male flowers can appear 

(andromonoecious). Flowers are wind 

pollinated, developing in early spring or even 

in autumn, without petals, green with dark purple stigmas and anthers.  

The fruit is a samara 3-4cm long, flattened, with a distal wing, ripening at the end of the summer. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ornamental_tree


Silver birch – Betula pendula 

In early Celtic mythology, the birch symbolised renewal 

and purification. Bundles of birch twigs were used to drive 

out the spirits of the old year, and gardeners still use the 

birch besom, or broom, to 'purify' their gardens. It is also 

used as a symbol of love and fertility. In Scottish Highland 

folklore, a barren cow herded with a birch stick would 

become fertile, and a pregnant cow would bear a healthy 

calf. 

Birch wood is tough and heavy, making it suitable for 

making furniture, handles and toys. It was used to make 

hardwearing bobbins, spools and reels for the Lancashire 

cotton industry. The bark is used for tanning leather.  Silver 

birch can be used to improve soil quality for other plants to 

grow. Its deep roots bring otherwise inaccessible nutrients 

into the tree, which are 

recycled on to the soil 

surface when the tree 

sheds its leaves.  

Betula 

papyrifera (paper 

birch, also known 

as (American) white birch and canoe birch) is a short-lived species 

of birch native to northern North America. Paper birch is named for 

the tree's thin white bark, which often peels in paper like layers from 

the trunk. The wood is often used for pulpwood and firewood. 

Holly – Ilex 

aquifolium  

Holly branches have long been used to decorate homes 

in winter. The tree was seen as a fertility symbol and a 

charm against witches, goblins and the devil. It was 

thought to be unlucky to cut down a holly tree. 

The mistle thrush is known for vigorously guarding the 

berries of holly in winter, to prevent other birds from 

eating them.  

Holly is typically dioecious with so the flowers from both 

male and female trees , produced in the Spring, are needed to produce the berries on the female trees. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_America
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paper
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulpwood


 

Holly wood is the whitest of all woods, and is heavy, hard and fine grained. It can be stained and 

polished and is used to make furniture or in engraving work. It is commonly used to make walking sticks. 

Holly wood also makes good firewood and burns with a strong heat. 

Hazel – Corylus avellana   

Hazel, like those on the left of the 16th 

hole, has a reputation as a magical tree. A 

hazel rod is supposed to protect against 

evil spirits, as well as being used as a 

wand and for water-divining. In some 

parts of England hazel nuts were carried 

as charms and/or held to ward off 

rheumatism. In Ireland hazel was known 

as the 'Tree of Knowledge’, and in 

medieval times it was a symbol of fertility. 

Hazel wood can be twisted or knotted, 

and as such it historically had many uses. 

These included thatching spars, net 

stakes, water-

divining sticks, 

hurdles and 

furniture. Hazel 

was also valued 

for its nuts, or 

'cobs'. 

Today, hazel coppice has become an important 

management strategy in the conservation of woodland habitats for wildlife. The resulting timber is used 

in many ways and is becoming increasingly popular as pea sticks and bean poles, used by gardeners. 



Blue Atlas cedar – Cedrus atlantica 

Blue Atlas Cedar is a variety of Atlas 

Cedar, Cedrus atlantica. This member of the Pine 

family (Pinaceae) is native to the Atlas Mountains 

of Algeria and Morocco, where it grows at 

elevations of 4200 to 6500 feet above sea level, 

often in forests with Algerian 

Fir  (Abies numidica), Holm Oak (Quercus ilex), 

junipers of various types and other plants. 

The species has dark to medium 

green needles, while the 

glaucus or blue varieties have a 

blue-grey to bluish-silver cast to 

them. This species is listed by 

some as a sub-group of the 

Lebanese Cedar (C. libani), and 

indeed there is very little 

difference morphologically.   

This tree grows at a moderate 

to fast rate as a young plant, but 

slows significantly as it gets into 

its middle age. As a young plant, 

it is a narrow pyramidal shape, 

but the top widens and flattens as it ages.  The spread can be almost as much as the height in an older 

tree.  When given enough room to grow and spread, the tree is as good as it gets for evergreen 

specimens. 

Atlas Cedar, Cedar of Lebanon and the Deodar Cedar are all closely related, but it is the Atlas Cedar that 

you find most in cultivation and available from nurseries. This is due partly to the faster growth as a 

young plant, but also to their ability to live in hot and dry locations, on less-than-perfect soils. 



Scots pine – Pinus sylvestris   

Scots pine have a distinctive pink/red hue to the 

bark, especially towards to the top of the tree 

which helps distinguish them. 

Although there is some history of spiritual 

significance, which can be traced back to Celtic 

times, it is thought that in England, Scots pines 

were planted around farmsteads mainly as 

windbreaks, and clusters of pines growing along old 

droveways helped travellers find out where they 

were going in inclement weather. 

Scots pine timber is one of the strongest softwoods 

available and is widely used in the construction 

industry and in joinery. It is used in the 

manufacture of telegraph poles, pit props, gate 

posts and fencing. The tree can also be tapped for 

resin to make turpentine. Other uses include rope 

made from the inner bark, tar from the roots and a 

dye from the cones. Dry cones can be used as 

kindling for fires.  

 

Black pine – Pinus nigra  

This non-native pine is a 

very tolerant tree and can 

resist heat, drought, salt 

and even snow and ice. 

It is high and pyramidal 

when young, becoming 

flat topped with age. The 

bark is rough and grey-

brown in colour and the 

branches dense. Twigs are 

hairless, yellowish-brown 

and ridged. It is a fast-

growing tree that can live 

to over 500 years old. 



The needles, which occur in pairs, are 10-15cm and very stiff. They have slightly serrated edges and can 

be straight or curved. Flowers open in May. The females are red and the males yellow. Cones grow to 5-

8cm and have prickled scales. The seeds are winged. The scales on the cones are thick and have rounded 

ends. 

In folklore and mythology, 

pines, firs and spruces are often 

treated interchangeably. They 

symbolise humbleness, good 

fortune and prosperity, fertility 

and protection. In ancient 

Roman mythology pines were 

sacred to Attis. After his death 

he was changed into a pine 

tree. 

Their needles stay green 

throughout the winter months, 

which has been interpreted as a 

sign of vitality. Traditionally, 

they were thought to ward off 

bad spirits and protect buildings 

and cattle from misfortune, disease and even lightning. Barns and stables were swept with pine twig 

brushes and sprigs were hung above doorways. 

Black pine provides good screening and windbreak style shelter. It is grown in plantations in the UK for 

timber. Much like that of Scots pine, the timber is hard and straight grained. The wood is used in paper 

manufacture as well as for general construction. In the UK it is favoured over Scots pine for forestry. 

http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/native-trees/scots-pine/


Larch – Larix decidua   

European larch is the only 

deciduous conifer native to 

central Europe. It was 

introduced to Britain in the 

17th century. Larch trees can 

retain old cones on their stems 

for many years. 

European larch was one of the 

first trees to be introduced for 

its timber. The timber has a 

pale creamy-brown sapwood 

and a red-brown heartwood. It 

is hard and resistant to rot, 

and is often used for fencing, 

gates and garden furniture. In 

European folklore, larch was said to protect against enchantment. The wearing and burning of larch was 

thought to protect against evil spirits. 

Indian bean tree – Catalpa bignonioides  

Catalpa  bignonioides is a species of Catalpa that is native to 

the southeastern United States in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 

Louisiana, and Mississippi. Common names include southern 

catalpa, cigartree, and Indian-bean-tree.  It is widely grown as 

an ornamental tree. The catalpa has the distinction of bearing 

some of the showiest flowers of all the American native trees.  

The particular cultivar at Temple outside the clubhouse is 

Catalpa biginoides “Aurea”. 

The wood is brittle and hard but does not rot easily; it is used 

for fence posts and railroad ties.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Species
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catalpa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Native_plant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ornamental_tree


Norway maple –  

Acer platanoides  

Norway maple was introduced to North America 
in the early 20th century and is now considered 
an invasive species. Because it is so tolerant to 
shade, it out-competes the North American native 
sugar maple. However, its canopy is denser than 
that of sugar maple, so fewer wildflowers are able 
to grow beneath, reducing biodiversity.  

Mature Norway maple trees can grow to 25m. 
The bark is grey with fine ridges, and the twigs are 
slender and brown with tiny white spots.  

Leaves are palmate and have five lobes with a few 
pointed teeth. 
They are dark 
green in colour, 
fading to yellow 
and occasionally 
red before falling 
in autumn.  All 
Norway maple 
flowers grow in 
clusters of up to 
30. Once 
pollinated by 
insects, female 
flowers develop 
into winged seeds, 
or samaras, which fall in autumn and are 
distributed by wind. The leaf stalks ooze a milky 
sap when squeezed. The wings on the seeds are 
set in a straight line. In winter the individual buds 
are green and red. 

A number of moth caterpillars feed on the leaves, 
and the flowers provide nectar and pollen for bees 
and other insects. Birds and small mammals eat 
the seeds.  

Norway maple timber is similar to that of 
sycamore, being hard, strong and pale cream in colour. It may be used for a variety of situations, 
including furniture and turnery. However, it is not often grown commercially due to problems associated 
with grey squirrels, which strip the bark. 



Walnut – Juglans regia 

The best wood is at the base of the tree, so 

walnuts are often dug up for timber, rather 

than felled. 

Walnut can grow to 35m. They typically have a 

short trunk and broad crown, though can be 

narrower if grown in a woodland situation. The 

bark is smooth and olive-brown when young, 

developing fissures and fading to silver-grey 

with age. Twigs are stout, green and curving. Leaves are shiny and pinnate 

(feather-like), with 5-9 paired oval leaflets and one 'terminal' leaflet at the 

end. 

Male flowers are drooping yellow-green catkins 5–10 cm long, and the 

female flowers appear in clusters of 2-5. Pollinated by wind, female flowers develop into a fruit with a 

green, fleshy husk and a brown, wrinkled walnut. Crushed leaves smell like 

polish. 

The leaves are the food plant for caterpillars of a number of micro moths, 

and the nuts are eaten by mammals, including mice and squirrels. 

The walnut's botanical name, Juglans, originates in Roman mythology. 

According to an ancient myth, Jupiter, who was also known as Jove, lived 

on walnuts when he lived on earth. Therefore, Romans called walnuts Jovis 

glans, meaning 'the glans of Jupiter.' The botanical name of the English 

walnut, Juglans regia, means the 'royal nut of Jupiter'.  

Walnut was originally grown for its nuts and was introduced by the Romans for that purpose. Later it 

was grown for its timber, which is fine with a decorative, wavy grain. 

English elm – Ulmus minor  

Once growing to lofty heights, the 

disease-stricken English elm is now more 

common in hedgerows. The deceptively 

named English elm was likely introduced 

by our Bronze Age ancestors. 

Because of the beetle that carries Dutch 

Elm Disease,  Elms are never seen much 

above hedge height. Typically the elms at 

Temple, as elsewhere, have suckered  

and grown from existing trees that have 



died back. As soon as they grow above hedge height, the beetle will find them. So, although Elm can be 

found in the hedgerows, we do not see them as specimen trees. 

Before metal was widely available, many English towns had elm water mains, including Bristol, Reading, 

Exeter, Southampton, Hull and Liverpool.  

Mature trees can grow to a height of 30m. The bark is smooth and grey when young, becoming grey-

brown and fissured after 20 years. Twigs are dark grey and covered in coarse hairs, and leaf buds are 

hairy, purple-black and squat in shape. Leaves are toothed, and at 7-16cm in length, they are larger than 

those of other elms. They have a characteristic asymmetrical base and taper to a sudden point at the 

top.  Flowers appear before the leaves in early spring. They are red-purple in colour, and appear in 

clusters of 10 to 20, spaced out along the twigs and small branches. Elms are hermaphrodite, meaning 

that both male and female reproductive parts are contained within each flower. 

Once pollinated by wind, flowers develop into small, winged fruits known as samaras. The seed is 

characteristically located at the centre of the wing, whilst in field elms the seed is displaced toward the 

apex (tip) of the wing. These are dispersed by wind. Identified in winter by: both bud and twig are 

densely covered in orange hairs. Each bud is above a leaf scar.  

Caterpillars of the white letter hairstreak butterfly feed on elms and the species has declined 

dramatically since Dutch elm disease arrived in the UK.  

Elms used to be associated with melancholy and death, perhaps because the trees can drop dead 

branches without warning. Elm wood was also the preferred choice for coffins. Elm wood is strong and 

durable with a tight-twisted grain and is resistant to water. It has been used in decorative turning, and 

to make boats and boat parts, furniture, wheel hubs, wooden water pipes, floorboards and coffins.  



Spindle – Euonymus 

europaea 

Trees grow to 9m and can 

live for more than 100 

years. The bark and twigs 

are deep green, becoming 

darker with age, and have 

light brown, corky markings. 

Twigs are thin and straight.  

The leaves are shiny and 

slightly waxy and have tiny 

sharp teeth along the edges. 

They turn a rich orange-red 

before falling in autumn. 

Spindle is hermaphrodite, 

meaning each flower 

contains both male and 

female reproductive parts. 

Flowers have four petals and grow in clusters, in May and June, and are pollinated by insects. 

After pollination flowers develop into bright pink fruits with bright orange seeds, which resemble 

popcorn. The vivid 

pink fruits hiding 

bright orange 

seeds are 

unmistakeable. 

Could be confused 

with: when in leaf 

it can be confused 



with dogwood (Cornus sanguinea). In winter the vivid pink fruits have bright orange seeds. Buds and 

twigs are angular and green.  

It is native to much of Europe and can be found most commonly on the edges of forests and in 

hedges, scrub and hedgerows. It thrives best in chalky soils and is less common in Scotland. The leaves 

are eaten by caterpillars of a number of moths, including the magpie, spindle ermine, scorched carpet 

and a variety of micro moths, as well as the holly blue butterfly.  

The leaves also attract aphids and therefore their predators, including hoverflies, ladybirds and 

lacewings, as well as the house sparrow and other species of bird. The flowers are a rich source of nectar 

and pollen for insects, particularly the St Mark’s fly.  

Its botanical name, Euonymus is from the Greek, ‘eu’, meaning ‘good’ and ‘onama’, meaning ‘name’. 

This is said to have meant ‘lucky’. However, in some areas, it was also thought that if the spindle 

flowered early, an outbreak of the plague was likely. 

Spindle timber is creamy white, hard and dense. In the past it was used to make ‘spindles’ for spinning 

and holding wool (hence its name), as well as skewers, toothpicks, pegs and knitting needles.  

The fruits were baked and powdered, and used to treat head lice, or mange in cattle. Both the leaves 

and fruit are toxic to humans – the berries have a laxative effect.  

Today spindle timber is used to make high-quality charcoal, for artists. Cultivated forms of the tree are 

also grown in gardens for autumn colour. 

http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/native-trees/dogwood/


Wild cherry – Prunus 

avium   

Mature trees can 

grow to 30m and live 

for up to 60 years. 

The shiny bark is a 

deep reddish-brown 

with prominent 

cream-coloured 

horizontal lines. The 

second part of its 

botanical name – 

‘avium’ refers to 

birds, who eat the 

cherries and disperse 

the seed. In Scotland, 

cherry is sometimes 

referred to as ‘gean’. 

Leaves are oval, green and toothed with pointed 

tips, measuring 6–15cm with two red glands on 

the stalk at the leaf base. They fade to orange and 

deep crimson in autumn. Cherry trees are 

hermaphrodite, meaning the male and female 

reproductive parts are found in the same flower, 

in April. Flowers are white and cup-shaped with 

five petals, and measure 8-15mm across. They 

hang in clusters of 2-6. After pollination by 

insects, the flowers develop into globular, hairless 

deep red cherries. 

The spring flowers provide an early source of nectar and pollen for bees, while the cherries are eaten by 

birds including the blackbird and song thrush, as well as mammals such as the badger, wood mouse, 

yellow necked mouse and dormouse. The foliage is the main food plant for caterpillars of many species 

of moth, including the cherry fruit and cherry bark moths, the orchard ermine, brimstone and short 

cloaked moth. 

In Highland folklore, wild cherry had mysterious qualities, and to encounter one was considered 

auspicious and fateful. 



Traditionally cherries were planted for their fruit and wood, which was used for making cask hoops and 

vine poles. The sticky resin was thought to promote a good complexion and eyesight, and help to cure 

coughs. 

These days cherry wood is used to make decorative veneers and furniture. The wood is hard, strong and 

honey-coloured, and can be polished to a good shiny brown colour. Wild cherry has many cultivars and 

is a popular ornamental tree in gardens. The wood burns well and produces a sweetly scented smoke, 

similar to the scent of its flowers. 

 Aspen, quaking aspen – Populus tremula 

A native species, the scientific name 'tremula' 

means to 'tremble' and refers to the way the 

aspen’s leaves flutter and move in the slightest 

breeze. Known as quaking aspen, it is a beautiful 

tree with shimmering foliage. Mature trees grow 

to 25m. Older trees may be covered with lichen, 

which gives the trunk a black appearance, and the 

bark is grey and often pitted with diamond-

shaped pores, called lenticels. The uppermost 

branches are often bent over horizontally. Twigs 

are dark brown, slender and shiny. 

Leaves are round with large, irregular blunt teeth. 

The leaf stalks are flattened and flexible near the leaf blade, which is why the leaves flutter so easily. 

Young leaves are copper coloured before becoming green, then turn a vibrant yellow or occasionally red 

before falling in autumn. Poplar twigs, especially older ones, are very knobbly. Buds spiral around and 

are closely pressed to the twig. 

Native to cool regions in the northern hemisphere, it flourishes in open sunlight and moist soil and is 

intolerant of shade. It is most common in the north-west of Scotland. 

Aspen trees attract a wide variety of insects, including two gall midges and the aspen hoverfly, which 

feeds in dead aspen wood. These insects provide a variety of food for predators such as bird and 

ladybirds. Deadwood cavities provide nesting opportunities for birds such as the woodpecker. Aspen is a 

preferred species for beavers, which are native to the UK.  

A crown made of aspen leaves was said to give its wearer the power to visit and return safely from the 

Underworld. Aspen crowns found in ancient burial mounds may have been included to allow the spirits 

of the deceased to be reborn. Aspis, the aspen's Greek name, means shield, which was one of the many 

traditional uses of its wood. 

Aspen wood is lightweight, and was used for making oars and paddles, surgical splints and wagon 

bottoms.  



Hawthorn – Crataegus monogyna, can grow as a small 

tree or shrub, and is known by several names: common 

hawthorn, hawthorn, May tree, one-seed hawthorn, 

whitethorn, quickthorn. 

Hawthorn is an amazing tree for wildlife gardens and can 

be planted as a hedge or single tree. It has beautiful pink-

white blossom in May and ruby-red berries, called haws, 

in summer. The appearance of the May blossom was the 

herald of the end of winter and the beginning of summer.  

Common hawthorn can support more than 300 insects. It 

is the foodplant for caterpillars of moths, including the 

hawthorn, orchard ermine, pear leaf blister, rhomboid tortrix, light emerald, lackey, vapourer, fruitlet-

mining tortrix, small eggar and lappet moths. Its flowers are eaten by dormice and provide nectar and 

pollen for bees and other pollinating insects. The haws are rich in antioxidants and are eaten by 

migrating birds, such as redwings, fieldfares and thrushes, as well as small mammals. 

Mature trees can reach a height of 15m and are characterised by their dense, thorny habit, though they 

can grow as a small tree with a single stem. The bark is brown-grey, knotted and fissured, and twigs are 

slender and brown and covered in thorns. It often hybridises with the UK’s other native hawthorn, 

Midland hawthorn (C. laevigata). Both species are similar and can be hard to tell apart. 

Hawthorn is a pagan symbol of fertility and has ancient 

associations with May Day. It was the ancestor of the 

Maypole and its leaves and flowers the source of May Day 

garlands as well as appearing in the wreath of the Green 

Man. Hawthorn was never brought into the home. It was 

believed that bringing hawthorn blossom inside would be 

followed by illness and death, and in medieval times it was 

said that hawthorn blossom smelled like the Great Plague. 

Botanists later learned that the chemical trimethylamine in 

hawthorn blossom is also one of the first chemicals formed 

in decaying animal tissue, so it is not surprising that 

hawthorn flowers are associated with death. 

 

Its blossoming marks the point at which spring turns into summer, and the old saying ‘Cast ne’er a clout 

ere May is out’ almost certainly refers to the opening of hawthorn flowers rather than the end of the 

month. 

Hawthorn is just on of the trees featured in this account that are also good hedgerow plants and that 

much of the hedgerows around Temple consist of them – Elm, Field Maple, Beech, Hornbeam, Hazel, 

Spindle tree, Dogwood and of course Hawthorn. 


