
 
 

 

 

November 11th 2025 Committee Meeting Minutes 

 
Attendees:K.Bale(KB),J.Culley(JC),S.Lilleywhite(SL),P.Greening(PG),G.Bennet(GB) 
N.Thorne(NT),S.Vines(SV),J.Headland(JH),A.Furlong(AF),A.Maisey(AM). 
1 Welcome and Apologies - 

Kevin(KB) welcomed the committee members and thanked everyone for their 
efforts and help on Saturday (Drive In). 
Apologies were received from Andy Storer,Gill Lane,Tom Fleming,Steve Fulop 
(General Manager),and Lydia Rayne. 
 

 
KB 

 

2 October Minutes- 
The October minutes were approved. 

 
All 

3 Matters Arising - 
Press Officer - Richard Deal touched base to say he may be interested in doing this job. 
He asked if the committee could set out simple details of what the job entailed - to act as 
a conduit between captains, to cover local press etc,  (JH) had tried but failed, he will 
discuss with (RD).  Take information on the course to try to promote.  (JH) will do the 
West Berks report.  The committee were all in agreement to invite (RD) to next month's 
meeting.  (GB) suggested a WhatsApp group for captains to note results.  
Committee Day - (GB) said it was almost too late for the previous captains to arrange 
but new captains should plan for next year. 
(AF) said there was negativity amongst staff at the weekend. 
(KB) said he had received compliments about everything for the Presentation Evening. 
Questions from (GL):- 
Do we still want to enter 2 mens teams and 2 ladies teams in the Kyocera 
Matchplay(now to be known as the Academia Classic) Total entry fee £240.  All were in 
agreement. 
Did everyone agree that having a disco at Presentation night was a success and should 
be included in the budget for next year. Vote taken- all in agreement. 

    
 
All 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 General Manager’s Report - 
No report. 

SF 

5 Director of Golf Report -  
 
First Congratulations to Jules, John and Kev on becoming captains and welcome to all 
their vices should be a strong year  
 
It was great to see such a strong turnout at the AGM — it really highlights how much our 
members care about the club and its future. It was also a great opportunity for the new 
management team to see that level of commitment and enthusiasm first-hand. 
 
On the course, the main focus recently has been on managing the leaves, which as 
always at this time of year, has been a major task for the greenkeeping team. Their hard 
work in keeping the course playable and tidy during these challenging conditions is very 
much appreciated. 
 

 
TF 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Looking ahead, we will soon begin work on reinstating the ditch on the 10th hole. This 
project will help improve drainage and course definition in that area, and we’ll aim to 
keep any disruption to a minimum while the work takes place. 
 
The weather has turned unfortunately and in the winter conditions we must remind 
everyone to be careful on all slopes and steep areas especially 7th hole and 8th hole. 
 
There will also be more parts of the course roped off as the winter continues. Please 
respect these areas as we try to protect them. 
 
Thank you to all members for your continued support and understanding as we work to 
maintain and improve the course throughout the winter months. 
 
Points for discussion -  
Tee times for medals in 2026 - 
(KB)  How do we feel about players being drawn? Interaction introduces players to other 
players and opportunities. 
(GB) Too many Board comps are drawn already.  Some people want to play with friends. 
A discussion was held around this. 
(KB) said he was against two names being put in and guests without the name of the 
guest being entered. Too many are reserved without names. 
  
Spending committee funds on reinstating leaderboard in bar - laptop and new screen 
approx £700.  Vote taken and all were in agreement. 
 
 
 
 

6. Treasurers Report 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
GL 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Competitions Secretary's Report   

 

Clarification still needed for most improved player for next year. 

(KB)Could we have a Texas Scramble on 20th December? Prizes to be meat vouchers 
and wine.  (JC) The Pro shop puts on a day with mince pies etc.  Teams of four. (AF) 
could be held the following week if it rained.(SV) If vouchers are used as prizes, can 
they be returned? 

 

 

 
SL 
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Upcoming Competitions 

 

 

Social Committee Report 

(JH) Friday 14th is the next Comedy evening - ticket sales are better than last time. 

(KB) The committee needs to support these evenings more. Should aim to have one 
function every month. Send to Steve Lilleywhite for advertising. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
SL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lady Captains Report 
I am very honoured to become Donnington Grove’s Ladies Captain 2025/26. We 
have a wonderful section which has grown in recent years to around 64 members. I 
look forward to an enjoyable year both on and off the golf course. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Sarah Jolly for all her hard work 
behind the scenes over the last year and asking me to be her vice-captain, her 
guidance has been invaluable and a pleasure to work alongside her. 

For any of you who don’t know, I am pleased to announce that Lydia Rayne has 
agreed to be my vice-captain, thank you Lydia and good luck. 

On Saturday it was the captains drive in, this was attended by 124 golfers who 
stayed for the presentation after lunch. Thank you to all who supported us, it is very 
much appreciated. 

Our chosen charity this year is called New life, this is run by Trevor Goodhall, he is a 
local man that both Kevin and I have known for many years. He set up the charity 
around 30 years ago when his twin boys were born very prematurely and still born. 
So far, he has raised over £2 million pounds, which has provided equipment for 
specialist baby units in local hospitals, a very worthy charity. 

There are a couple of dates for your diary coming up, firstly dig out those sparkly 
dresses for the Christmas Ball on the 6th December, there will be a Casino [not real 
money!] dinner and disco, it would be great to see lots of you there for a fun filled 
evening. For ticket information, please contact either Kevin Bale or me. Kindly note 
that the deadline for this is 22nd November. 

Also, on Monday 8th December there will be the Ladies Christmas golf, 9 holes 
followed by a light lunch. I have booked some tee times from 10-56, this will be on 
clubv1 for booking, I will send out more information as soon as I have finalised 
everything this week. 

 



 
11 Senior Captain’s Report 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 Members Questions -  
Some seniors didn’t get an invite to the senior’s AGM (SV) to check dates of birth. 
(GB) New Members competition every year mid to late June.  Captains usually deal with 
this. (NT) single figure handicaps would like medals at weekends to be on both days. 
Only 96 with h/c below 10. (KB) asked if comps had to be closed over the weekend  (SL) 
Can’t run a comp over 2 days.(KB) how many have asked for this? (NT) two people 
only.(GB) Why not make it alternate days? (AF)Why not alternate months?.  

 
 
 

13 A.O.B. 
(KB)Captains slot from February to October at 9 am. (SL) Captains, VC’s and 
Committee could represent. 
(SL) the walk down  to the driving range is pitch dark and something needs to be done . 
(AF) Could the Captains’ parking signs be moved? (JH) would like to thank the green 
keeping staff for repairing the small bridge. 
(KB) Has a feeling that the senior’s section is becoming a separate group, and suggests 
that all 3 captains contribute to the same newsletter.  Also include management and 
greenkeepers and reports from monthly competitions. 
 

 

 Meeting closed - 8.30pm  
 Next Meeting -  Tuesday 9th December at 7pm.   

 

 


