
 

 

Thursday 13th June 2019 

Thankfully, Saturday’s weather wasn’t quite as bad as forecast for the first of Pannal’s Men’s Invitation 

Days, but persistent rain and strengthening wind from midday onwards did make scoring tougher than 

previous years. There was universal praise to the greenkeeping team for presenting the course in 

superb condition for the 4BBB stableford competition. Early starters Peter McCormack and his partner 

Thomas Barnes-Grimes from Moortown GC had dry weather throughout their round and set a high bar 

with 44 points, which remained the top score for the rest of the day. The score was equalled later in the 

day by Willie Banks and John Kirkbride (Catterick GC), but they were nudged into second place on 

countback. Ian Davison and Richard Britten (Harrogate GC) were third with 43 points, ahead of Phil 

Cave and Carl Pick (Moortown GC) in fourth on the same score. Charles Abraham and George Page 

(Ganton GC) were the best of 5 pairs on 42 points in fifth place, with the last of the prizes going to the 

best pair with 41 points. There were 26 Twos overall, one of them as a result of Willie Banks’ tee shot 

on the 10th hole which won him Nearest the Pin. Nick Rusling won Nearest the Pin in two on the 18th 

hole, both winners just a few centimetres from the hole.  

There were some familiar names on the leaderboard after Tuesday’s Ladies’ Greensomes Stableford 

competition. Amanda Dunn and Rebecca Booth were the winners with 38 points, a point ahead of 

Helen Mountford and Anne Padgett in second place. Judy Cropper and Anne Chippindale were 

awarded third place on countback, being the best of three pairs with 36 points. A great result from 

Pannal Ladies’ scratch team on Thursday, beating a very strong Huddersfield team 5-2. The day 

before, Pannal Ladies had a friendly match against Cookridge, also won by a 5-2 scoreline. 

In last Sunday’s Mixed 4BBB Stableford, Ian and Margaret McNeill were convincing winners with a 

superb 45 points, 3 points ahead of Chris and Lesley Southwell in second place. Richard Hanson and 

Susie Stuart-Brown were third with 39 points. Sunday also had an Open Medal competition which 

Martin Wicks won with net 69 on countback from Michael Jonas, both players reducing their handicaps 

by a shot to 20 and 5 respectively. Oliver Hunter was only other person under par with net 70 for third 

place.  

Pannal Seniors retained the Busson Putter Trophy this year by 6.5 points to 5.5 points. The annual 

contest against Skipton Seniors is played home & away in memory of Harry Busson, a former 

Professional at Pannal and club-maker of international repute. In accordance with tradition, Pannal’s 

Team Captain and Seniors Organiser Kevin Lynch had to use the antique Putter during the match. 

Rumour has it that he putted much better than usual, and consequently the Putter has not been 

returned to the trophy cabinet, but is still nestling in his bag for future use! 


