
World Handicap System 

 
On November 2nd, the existing Congu handicapping system will be replaced by the World 

Handicap System. The WHS is designed to attract more players to the game • Make 

handicapping easier to understand • Give all golfers a Handicap Index that can be 

transferable from club to club. 

All golf clubs around the world will be assessed in the same way and each tee at every golf 

club will be allocated a Course Rating and a Slope Rating. 

The average Slope Rating is 113 and Highcliffe Castle Golf Club has been assessed as below: 

  

 

 

 

 

How will your handicap be affected? 

Your existing ‘exact handicap’ and ‘playing handicap’ will change and become a Handicap 

Index which will be translated into a course handicap depending on the course and tee you 

play off. 

The Handicap Index will be calculated by taking the best 8 scores from your previous 20 

competition rounds and will be affected by the Course Rating and Slope Rating of the 

course/tee you play from. This will be done by the existing club golf system run by ‘How Did 

I Do’. If you have not played 20 rounds in the last 2 years, then you will be assessed using 

the following formula. 

• 3 scores: lowest score -2 

• 4 scores: lowest score -1 

• 5 scores: lowest score 

• 6 scores: average of lowest 2 scores -1 

• 7 to 8 scores: average of lowest 2 scores 

• 9 to 11 scores: average of lowest 3 scores 

• 12 to 14 scores: average of lowest 4 scores 

• 15 to 16 scores: average of lowest 5 scores 

• 17 to 18 scores: average of lowest 6 scores 

• 19 scores: average of lowest 7 scores 

• 20 scores: average of lowest 8 scores 
 

It is in your best interest to play as many competitive rounds of golf as possible to get an 
accurate handicap. 

White Tees:  Course Rating (CR) 62.8 – Slope Rating (SR) 104 

Yellow Tees: Course Rating (CR) 62.2 – Slope Rating (SR) 102  

Red Tees: Course Rating (CR) 67.4 – Slope Rating (SR) 112 

 

 

 



 

Your Handicap Index will be displayed on the Club V1 app or by using the How Did I Do 

computer at home or in the golf club. The other option is to ask Kevin Saunders our club 

professional who will be only too willing to help. The index should be released by Club V1 on 

the 2nd November. 

All you have to do is choose the tees that you’re playing off that day and cross reference 

your Handicap Index on the Course & Slope Rating table to ascertain your Course Handicap. 

It really is as simple as that - you’re then ready to get out on the course and play! 

The Course & Slope Rating table will be available in the locker rooms and by the first tee to 

make this calculation easy. 

An example is shown below: 

 
Highcliffe Castle Golf Club  

Men's White tees Men's Yellow Tees Ladies Red Tees 

Course Rating 62.8 Course Rating 62.2 Course Rating 67.4 

Slope Rating 104 Slope Index 102 Slope Rating 112 
Handicap Index Course Handicap Handicap Index Course Handicap Handicap Index Course Handicap 

7.1 to 8.1 7 7.3 to 8.3 7 6.6 to 7.5 7 

8.2 to 9.2 8 8.4 to 9.4 8 7.6 to 8.5 8 

9.3 to 10.3 9 9.5 to 10.5 9 8.6 to 9.5 9 

10.4 to 11.4 10 10.6 to 11.6 10 9.6 to 10.5 10 

11.5 to 12.4 11 11.7 to 12.7 11 10.6 to 11.6 11 

12.5 to 13.5 12 12.8 to 13.8 12 11.7 to 12.6 12 

13.6 to 14.6 13 13.9 to 14.9 13 12.7 to 13.6 13 

14.7 to 15.7 14 15.0 to 16.0 14 13.7 to 14.6 14 

15.8 to 16.8 15 16.1 to 17.1 15 14.7 to 15.6 15 

16.9 to 17.9 16 17.2 to 18.2 16 15.7 to 16.6 16 

18.0 to 19.0 17 18.3 to 19.3 17 16.7 to 17.6 17 

19.1 to 20.1 18 19.4 to 20.4 18 17.7 to 18.6 18 

20.2 to 21.1 20 20.5 to 21.6 19 18.7 to 19.6 19 

21.2 to 22.2 21 21.7 to 22.7 20 19.7 to 20.6 20 

22.3 to 23.2 22 22.8 to 23.8 21 20.7 to 21.6 21 

 

How will this affect Stroke Play Competitions? 

Playing Handicap is a stroke allowance that is implemented in order to maintain the 

integrity of the WHS when used in competition. It allows golfers to compete on a level 

playing field, regardless of their Handicap Index. The Course Handicap converts to a Playing 

Handicap for competition purposes and changes depending on the format of play. 

If you enter a competition the system will work out your Course handicap and then translate 

it into a Playing Handicap for you, you simply have to fill it in on the scorecard before you 

play and return your scores in the normal way.  



How will this affect Match Play Competitions? 

In a match play competition, you will use the Course & Slope Rating Table to calculate your 

handicap. 

New Scorecard 

A new scorecard has been produced to coincide with the new handicap system coming and 

will begin to be used from the 2nd November. 

 

Several of the stroke index have been changed and these will be effective from the 2nd 

November. We have also reviewed the local rules and tidied these up as well. 

 

 



 


