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How to get involved in Yorkshire Junior Girls Golf
Junior Golf Registration
· Are you as a Junior registered with WHS EVEN IF YOU DO NOT INITIALLY HAVE A HANDICAP. This is really important as it is how we monitor both involvement and progress. Speak to your club if not.
· If you as a junior are interested in developing your golf, please let us know so that we can invite you along to our Beginners Young programme in the Summer, run by Victoria Holden. This group of Juniors need to be U14. If you are older with an existing handicap, please contact us and we maybe able to arrange an assessment for you.

What does the YLCGA Junior Section Actually do?
· Organise Beginners Young Training in the Summer to spot potential players under 14, these sessions are for girls with no handicap or in the handicap range 36 - 54 and are designed to supplement any training provided by clubs
· Bring the potential players from these sessions to an assessment day at Malton & Norton. 15 of the girls were invited to an assessment day at Malton Norton and from this 12 were invited to join the Yorkshire training programme 
· The first level in the training programme is the Promising Young groups coached by Luke Allan at Malton & Norton in the North and Hickleton in the South
· This progresses to coaching at intermediate level with coaches James Freeman and Gareth Davies held at Rotherham in the South and Malton & Norton in the North as the girls improve their ability 
· Finally, to our Elite squad which is coached by Head Coach Lysa Jones At The Oaks, this is the base for the County 2nd team and ultimately onto consideration for our County 1st team
· We have County fixtures annually versus Northern Counties & a friendly warm up match against Yorkshire boys
· We give valuable match experience to inexperienced players at the Junior Jamboree a two day competition held in rotation around the Northern Counties
· Finally, we provide 6 Regional competitions and Championships in a variety of formats that are open to any Junior girl affiliated with Yorkshire so you don’t have to be necessarily in our coaching pathway to take part.

Yorkshire Coaching Pathway
· Step 1- Beginners Young over 40 girls attended these sessions last year which are for girls with no handicap or in the handicap range 36 - 54 and are designed to supplement any training provided by clubs. 
· Step 2- Assessment day-15 of the girls from Beginners Young were invited last year to an assessment day at Malton Norton 
· Step 3- Invitation to train with Yorkshire-12 were invited to join the Yorkshire training programme 

The five Centres for the Beginners Young Sessions are:
· Abbeydale, taking girls from the South, coach Gareth Davies
· Huddersfield, taking girls from the West coach Alex Keighley
· Leeds, Wike Ridge taking girls from the Central Leeds area coach Ellie Robinson
· Pike Hills, taking girls from North Yorkshire, coach Mark Robson
· The Oaks, taking girls from East Yorkshire and York, coach Lysa Jones

Our Lead Coach Lysa Jones, County Junior Office Karen Fellows and Representatives from England Gold have spent a great deal of time developing the County Talent Pathway and Coaching Opportunities and details of this and of the pathway opportunities can already be found on the website in the Junior Section
As Yorkshire is such a large County we have tried, wherever possible, to have a North and South Hub for training to reduce the time spent travelling.


Coaching groups-
· Level 1- Promising Young, coached by Luke Allen have Hubs at Malton and Norton and Hickleton. We have players as young as 7 attending these half day sessions, some with no handicap and some who have reduced their handicap to high 20’s. Players selected from the assessment day after the Beginners Young Summer coaching will usually filter into this group
· Level 2- Intermediates, coached by Gareth Davies and James Freeman who have hubs at Malton and Norton and Rotherham. At Intermediate level both coaches coach full days, working on skills and technical aspects in the morning and applying skills learnt on the course in the afternoon. We have added a new day this year which is designed to help the girls prepare for future competitions and help them understand the different strategies needed playing in different formats. We hope this will enable them to be stronger players when representing the County in the future. If we have missed any players via the BY session but who have been recommended by clubs and have with good handicaps then coaches may assess and they may be invited to join these groups.
· Level 3- Elite Juniors group, coached by Lysa Jones, the Head County Coach is taught at the Oaks. They spend a lot of work doing technical recording and stats to enable them to develop the consistency needed to compete at the highest level. Exceptional new players to the County may be assessed and invited to this group if space allows
These girls have eight full days of coaching and form the basis of the second team representing Yorkshire in Fixtures against other Counties
· England Regional Coaching-Some of the better girls in the County make the decision to apply for England Regional coaching. This is coached by Andrew Nicholson at Malton & Norton and Wynyard. These girls still play for Yorkshire Juniors whenever they are able and for the second and first team.
 
 Competitions
Throughout the Summer the Junior Section Run a series of Competitions all but one of which form ‘The Race to Woodsome Hall’, the venue of our final event of the Season. Players in each league (based on handicap) gain points depending on where they finish in each of the individual Regional events with the exception of the Foursomes competition.
The more events they enter the more chance they have of gaining a good score so participation is encouraged
Lots of prizes are awarded at this event and it is quite exciting.  A superb venue with a lovely atmosphere and nothing decided ‘for sure’ until the completion of this very last event
To introduce them to one of the formats used in matches a Foursomes competition was introduced. Last year it was at Whitby and this year at Hull…… the girls have found it great fun

Playing in Matches:
Jo Pease is our team manager who organizes the fixtures superbly, supporters are always welcome. Girls must have reached a handicap index of 15 or under to qualify to play for the Junior team

Matches this coming year are against:
Lancashire
Cheshire
Durham 
Yorkshire Boys

The Junior Jamboree- Getting youngsters started in matches 
In turn the Northern Counties: Yorkshire, Lancashire, Cumbria, Cheshire, Northumberland & Durham host a two-day competition for inexperienced players drawn from within the County training structure.
For us this means predominantly players, often quite young, from Luke’s Promising Beginners Group
The first day is an individual Stableford and points awarded go towards the team score, their Handicap Index determines who they will play against in the Matchplay the following day. Many of the girls have not played Matchplay and this introduction gives them the opportunity to learn in a really supportive way, the atmosphere is wonderful. All players pick up points towards the team total win or lose so it’s very positive and a great start to their competitive career. 

Playing in Regional Competitions:
We encourage ANY Juniors with or without a handicap to come and play in our Regional Competitions. You do NOT have to be in our training squads or have a low handicap; we have competitions for all, they simply have to be an affiliated member of a Yorkshire Golf Club. 
Entrance is via the Website, a CDH number is helpful but not essential
We often manage to spot new players this way
Closing Date for registration in the Competitions is one week prior to the date of the event, except the Championship which is two weeks prior.

Junior Competitions this year:
Foursomes at Hull 26th March
Pannal 2nd April 
Halifax West End 2nd July   
The Junior Championships @ Middlesbrough GC on July 16th
Rotherham 3rd September 
Autumn Meeting @ Woodsome Hall 1st October

Our thanks go to all those clubs who have allowed us to use their facilities and provided us with willing volunteers to help us run our events.
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