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A message from the Captain

Welcome to the August edition 
of The Loudoun Times. 
 
We are now midway through the 

season. I hope you are all playing 
well and most importantly enjoying your golf. 
 
Vice-Captain Scott Gilchrist and his family 
organised a fantastic Quaich competition. I’m sure 
everyone would agree it was an enjoyable day. It 
was nice to see a good turnout for the Prizegiving. 
Congratulations must go to the winners, Michael 
McGeoch, Jim McCabe and Munro Barrie. 
Congratulations also to all the team and nearest the 
pin winners. Thank you to everyone who assisted 
Scott and those who donated prizes. Without your 
support we would not be able to run such a 
successful event. 
 
Unfortunately, our bar & catering manager Russell 
McKee has tended his resignation and left the club. I 
would personally like to thank Russell for all his 
efforts over the past 4 years. I wish him and his 
family all the best for the future. 
 
Since Russell left, catering has continued to be 
frustrating. Staff absences have unfortunately 
resulted in several last minute changes to the 

If there are no members present in the clubhouse or on the course, we will close early.

Catering

Monday - Thursday  10 am - 5 pm
Friday  10 am - 7 pm
Saturday  10 am - 7 pm
Sunday  10 am - 6 pm
(Last food orders 15 minutes before closing).

Bar

Monday - Thursday  11 am - 7 pm
Friday  11 am - 9 pm
Saturday  10.30 am - 9 pm
Sunday  11 am - 8 pm

Club Opening Hours

service. I would like to thank the members for their 
patience and understanding over the past few 
weeks. A subcommittee has been formed to look at 
bar and catering requirements at the club. We hope 
to advertise for additional staff soon. 
 
We are also working on a membership satisfaction 
survey. We hope to release this to the members this 
month. I would like to encourage all members to 
complete the survey. Your feedback is incredibly 
important and will allow us to highlight areas for 
development. Whilst we will attempt to send the 
survey to members via email, we will also have 
paper copies available at the club for those without 
access to a computer or email. 
 
Within this edition, Rob has included a list of 
contact details for all the committee members. All 
of us are happy to be contacted to discuss any 
issues or problems that members may have. 
 
Next week our attention will turn to the Club 
Championship and Handicap salver. I wish 
everyone taking part the best of luck. 

Gavin Scott



Ladies Match and Handicap – Sally Hamilton

Latest results:

Traditionally, July is a quieter month for competitions in the Ladies Section. 
On the 14th July the annual Veterans Trophy was won by Margaret Dalziel with a nett score of 68. 
The following Thursday, 30 ladies played in the July Medal with Sheila Adams winning Div 1 with a nett 69 
and Christine MacTavish Div 2 with a nett 65.
 
The Children’s 1st qualifier was won by the team of Eileen Munro, Betty Wallace and Ann Smith. Some of 
you may remember that Eileen was part of the winning team last year, however for various reasons she was 
looking for 2 new partners. We have it on good authority that she loved her game today and especially “the 
banter” with her new partners, Ann and Betty.

Ladies Past Captains Day
 
On Tuesday 19th July, 15 of our Past Lady Captains met for morning rolls and coffee before playing 18 
holes to decide the winner of the annual 
Past Captains Salver. The winner on the day 
was Aileen Anderson with a 
stableford score of 36.
 
After the golf a delicious and much 
appreciated dinner was served by Alasdair 
Hood of Cottage Catering, who was called 
upon to help out with very little notice. All 
this would not have been possible without 
the fantastic organisational skills of our 
Immediate Past Captain Annette Toal.

As a section we are very fortunate that so 
many of our Past Lady Captains were able 
to join us and as you can see from the photo they all look like they had a great day.

‘Wee Train’ Texas Scramble

 Thank you, as always, to local bar and restaurant 
‘The Wee Train’ for their continued sponsorship of 
a Friday evening Texas Scramble.  Another great 
turn out from the members and won this year with 
53.4 by Ross Gibbons, Martin Dunlop, Gordon Dykes 
and Jordan Keohone
 
Click here to see the latest menu at the Wee Train 
and for booking information. (l-r) Campbell McCelland (sponsor), Ross Gibbons, Martin 

Dunlop, Gordon Dykes (with trophy) and Tommy Cairns 
(Sponsor) - not in the picture Jordan Keohone

http://theweetrain.co.uk/


The Greenkeepers Cuttings

Welcome to the August edition of the club newsletter. I hope everyone has been enjoying the dry and warm 
weather we have had throughout July. The course has held up well during this recent spell, with 
temperatures reaching 32 degrees in the middle of the month. The total rainfall for July has been 43mm 
which is all lost through evaporation - needless to say our irrigation has been working hard this month.

Course maintenance

General course maintenance has been ongoing on the 
course.

All greens were Sarel rolled in the last week of July. 
Sarel rolling is a form of aeration which is quick and 
with minimal disruption to the playing surface. It opens 
the surface of the green allowing air and water into the 
rootzone. This also helps keep the surface of the green 
drier, which can reduce the chances of diseases like 
Fusarium. 

The day after the greens were Sarel rolled, we 
followed up with a double verti cut to the greens. 
This process removes any dead plant material/ 
organic matter and thins out the sward. It also 
makes it easier for air, nutrients and water to 
enter the soil which will stimulate root growth 
which in turn creates new grass plants at the 
surface and increases the density of the green. 

Ronnie Montgommery - Head Greenkeeper

Height of cut to date:

Greens 3 mm Further drought conditions may see the height increased slightly 
Fairways 12 mm Further drought conditions may see the height increased slightly
Tees and Aprons 11 mm
Semi rough 40 mm 

Organic matter removed from recent Verti cut

Sarel Rolling



Grass Cuttings

With the recent spell of hot weather, followed by some rain showers, these were ideal conditions for a burst 
of growth. With these growth bursts there is a risk of grass clippings being left on the course making it 
appear unsightly. We have had our leaf blower and collector out dispersing and collecting these clippings, 
which has made a huge difference. We aim to continue doing this while the growth rate remains high.

Grass cuttings being blown

And the result …

Patch on 11th Green

I have recently been asked what the small dark patch is on 
the left-hand side of the 11th green? This patch is blue-
green algae. The recent hot humid weather, and dampness 
from dew, can create ideal conditions for blue-green algae 
to form on the greens. We usually experience this every 
year when conditions are ideal.  Fortunately this specific 
type of algae only affects the 10th , 11th and 13th greens 
in very small areas. This is primarily due lack of airflow at 

this end of the course from the large Sitka Spruce trees 
facing west. The 10th and 13th greens have recovered 
well from the recent Sarel rolling and verti cutting and 
the algae has reduced significantly. The small 
remaining patch on the 11th with shortly be removed 
and filled with turf plugs.

Greens after being both Sarel rolled and Verti cut



 Gents Match and Handicap -
David Johnstone

August Fixtures

A number of interesting fixtures this month:

Loudoun Seniors on the 2nd August

Club Championship on the 6th August - Tommy 
McInally is the defending champion in a scratch 
competition played over 2 rounds.  

Handicap Salver – also on 6th August.

Robert Jamieson Memorial Texas Scramble – 13th 
August – sponsored by Bob and Izzy Jamieson, in 
memory of their son, Robert, who was tragically 
involved in a road accident.  Robert was well liked at 
the Club when he was a junior and very much a 

promising golfer.  This is another good fun day 
for members whilst still paying their respects to a 
fine young man.  Following earlier Scrambles, 
the team handicap will be 10% of course 
handicap, to a maximum of 8.

Member and Guest Day – 14th August – bring 
along a friend to play our superb course bookable 
now on the App

9 hole Summer Series – 19th August – the final 

Defibrillator

A defibrillator is a device that gives a high energy electric shock to the heart 
of someone who is in cardiac arrest. This high energy shock is called 
defibrillation, and it's an essential part in trying to save the life of someone 
who’s in cardiac arrest. 

We are fortunate to have a 
defibrillator (as per the one above) at Loudoun and it is 
located in the cupboard below the Psi terminal in the foyer.  

A defibrillator should be used when a person is in cardiac 
arrest. CPR should be done until you can get a defibrillator.

If you see someone having a cardiac arrest, call 999, start 
CPR and get someone to find a defibrillator. The emergency 
operator can advise you if you can't find one. Once you get 
the defibrillator, turn it on and continue CPR until the device 
tells you to stop. 

Please click the link below to watch a 2-minute video 
from the British Heart Foundation explaining what a 
defibrillator is and how to use one.  Please take 2 
minutes of your life that may help save another.

British Heart Foundation

https://youtu.be/8A0kljQU48U


Individual coaching sessions are available on the practice ground, the Simulator room or 
putting sessions - £35 p.p. for members, £40 for non-members. 

I have also created a ‘short game test’ and  a ‘ putting test’ where clients can measure where 
their games are currently and thereafter check their progress as they continue in practice. 

Coach's Question:
 
Below are the answers to the question I posed in last months issue - What are the 7 impact Laws of golf? 
 

1.  Ground contact 
 Ball first then turf with clubhead still travelling down 
 

2.  Face contact 
We want the sweet spot to strike the ball 

 
3.  Clubface direction

*Single biggest factor* - Direction clubface is travelling at low point 
 

4.  Club speed
All else being equal, a faster clubhead speed = more distance 

 
5.  Swing path

Dictates whether a ‘fader’ or a ‘drawer’
 

6.  Angle of attack
Will have a strong influence on ground contact with an iron and will increase or decrease 
potential for distance with driver 

 
7.  Dynamic loft 

This is the loft you present to the ball at impact it has approx . 60-85% influence on launch angle 

Feel free to contact me on  07540 613 300 or check out my FaceBook page 

Coach’s Corner …Ricky Nicol

Registering for the Club V1 Member APP

The YouTube link to assist members registering for the 
Club V1 Member Hub App and HowDidiDo App is 
available by clicking the link below:
 
https://youtu.be/iObOeDs8T1A

A reminder regarding any Gents handicap / competition queries:
 
For any enquiries pertaining to Gents handicaps or competitions, please email David Johnstone at
matchsecretary@loudoungowfclub.co.uk directly, and not the office as this will ensure a quicker response

 

https://youtu.be/iObOeDs8T1A
mailto:matchsecretary@loudoungowfclub.co.uk


Gents Seniors Section - Irving Bulloch

The Gents Seniors team competes in the Ayrshire Seniors Golf League (ASGL), which 
is made up of 14 clubs in Ayrshire, we play each team once a year and changes between 
home and away alternate years.
 

Each team consists of 10 players per match, who play in better ball four ball games. The 
matches are friendly and competitive with a lunch after the game provide by the home team.  At present we 
have played 7 matches, with 5 wins, 1 Draw, and just the 1 loss, which places us 3rd in the League with 6 
matches to play.
 
In addition to the ASGL we have friendly matches with the same format against Strathaven and Thornhill 
both at home and away each year, and have won one, and drawn one so far this year.
 
We also organise a Day Golf Trip, with golf, transport and meals included, and this was during the last week 
in May. 26 of us returned to Carluke Golf Club, having last 
played there 3 years ago. This year the weather was not the best 
with strong winds and some squally showers, but we all 
managed to play the 18-hole 4-man Team Stableford 
Competition, which was won by the team of G J Hamilton, D 
Monaghan, J Aitken and I Bulloch. The course, hospitality and 
catering provided by the club was excellent and everyone 
enjoyed a great day out, some better than others! -  so much so 
that we are planning an additional golf trip later this year to 
Kirkhill Golf Club  on Friday 9th September, if anyone over 55 
years would like to go, please check the Seniors Notice Board in the Gents Locker room for further details.
 
The Loudoun Seniors OPEN is the next Seniors event on the 2nd of August and is very well supported by 
Loudoun members and visitors.

All the Seniors Team Matches and the Golf Trips are open to any members over 55 years of age, you do not 
need to be retired just available on the day, and we do need some younger members as some of our current 
team players cannot remember where they left their Zimmer walking frames!  

Anyone interesting in joining us, please contact me at  irvingbulloch@gmail.com or just add your name to 
an event on the board in the Gent’s locker room.

The Carluke winners

McGhee Decor Texas Scramble 

Many congratulations to Elliot Spence, Martin Spence, Steven 
Robertson and Scott Robertson on winning the first ever McGhee 
Decor Texas Scramble with a score of 52.4.

Thank you to everyone who took part in the day and Sponsors Paul 
McIvor and Michael McGeoch for providing the great prizes and gift 
bags.

3rd  place - Steven Jardine Glover, John Kerr, Colin Bell and Robert 
Mair  (54.4)

2nd place -  Scott Phillips, Kevin Phillips, Billy Moore and Grant 
Moore (54)

The winners! (l-r)  Paul McIvor (sponsor), 
Elliot Spence, Martin Spence (with the new 

trophy), Steven Robertson, Michael McGeoh 
(sponsor) - not in the picture Scott Robertson 

http://www.kirkhillgolfclub.org.uk/
mailto:irvingbulloch@gmail.com


Meet the Team …. Calum Steel

Q. What is your role here at the club?
A. I am an Assistant Greenkeeper here at Loudoun Gowf 
Club.

Q. How long have you worked here?
A. I have been working at Loudoun now for 5 years.

Q. So how did you end up here?
A. I started off as a work experience from school and 
initially started helping in the office with Jim and 
Lorraine at the Gowf Club, but after a few days I asked if 
I could join the greens team and help with bunkers and 
weeding etc. and I’ve been with Ronnie and the team 
ever since.

Q. What drew you to greenkeeping?
A. When I was younger, I always wanted to work 
outdoors. During my work experience I started to enjoy 
all aspects of greenkeeping. My work experience 
consisted of attending Loudoun Gowf Club for 1 day per 
week over a course of 10 weeks. After my block had 
ended, I asked the school if I could extend my work 
experience for a further 10 weeks. This led to me being 
considered for an apprenticeship.

Q. What was you first job?
A. My first job was a paper round while still at school.

Q. What is your favourite part of your job?
A. My favourite part is working outdoors and 
maintaining the golf course. I also enjoy learning more 
about the technical and biological side of greenkeeping.

Q. What is the worst part of your job?
A. LOL…emptying the grease trap at the clubhouse. You 
really need a strong stomach for that one.

Q. Do you play golf and if so, are you any good and what 
is the best course you have played at?
A. Yes, I am playing more golf now as I have more time to 
do so. I am putting a lot of practice in during the evenings 
and I’m hoping to have my handicap soon. I’m hoping to 
play more courses soon as I mainly play at Loudoun and a 
few other courses locally.

Q. Tell us a little bit about yourself outside of work?
A. I have been in a 
relationship with my 
girlfriend Holly now for 
2 years. We enjoy going 
on holidays together. I 
also have a keen interest 
in cars. My current pride 
and joy right now is my 
Ford Focus ST

Q. Tell us something 
about you that would 
surprise people?
A. I used to race dirt 
bikes, but struggle to find the time now. I also enjoy 
attending Muay Thai Kickboxing classes and I’m also 
good at ice skating.

Q. Who is the most famous person you have ever met?
A.  Lisa Kelly from the 
programme ‘Ice Truckers’

Q.  What’s you most used emoji?
A.

Q. You can have 3 people round 
for a curry. Who would it be and why?
A. Colin McCrae as I grew up watching him competing in 
RalliesSean O’Malley as he is a UFC fighter and I like the 
sport.
And finally, Ryan Kent as he plays for Rangers and that is 
the team that I support.



Equipment - Stewart Steel

Shaft flex is one of the most 
misunderstood things in golf.  
 
Most golfers believe too many 

myths around golf shafts.  The most 
popular is that swing speed determines 

shaft flex.  The next big myth is that the stated flex of 
every shaft is the same, so people end up going into a 
fit and telling the fitter “I need this flex because I 
swing this fast”.  Next up is the legendary ‘waggle 
test’, which results in "I can't use that as it's too 
whippy".  Actually, that part has nothing to do with shaft flex as that is part of the shaft profile.  If you hit 
the ball too low, or a launch monitor says you have a negative angle of attack, that tip soft shaft you say is 
too whippy is actually the type that will fit you better and improve your attack angle and shot height.
 
Another interesting fact is that every shaft manufacturer measures flex differently - even between the 
different models offered.  For instance, the flex in a KBS tour 90 S flex iron shaft is softer than a KBS tour 
R flex - so remember if you’re an S flex in one shaft that doesn't mean you'll definitely be a S flex in 
another, even by the same company. By measured flex I mean cycles per minute (cpm), you'll likely never 
hear that mentioned but that's the true stiffness of a shaft.
 
Shaft weight: Another wrongly held belief is that the heavier a shaft then the stiffer it is. My advice is play 
the lightest shaft you can control.
 
Shaft torque: Low torque will feel stiffer than high.  Torque has no effect on height as such, testing by TPT 
shafts confirmed low torque will help you slightly if your bad shot is right as high torque tends to leave the 
club face slightly open.

 
Proof time. Exact Golf measures every shaft cpm for their fitting system.
Look at the KBS Tour v R flex shaft which weighs 100 grams it's noticeably stiffer in flex than the Nippon 
modus 120 X flex which weighs 120 grams.
 
My advice when testing shafts is don't look at the shaft flex or do the ‘waggle test’, just hit the club and let 
the results decide if that is the correct shaft and head combo for you.

 
If you have equipment questions, you'd like answered please contact me at stewartsteelgolf@gmail.com

mailto:stewartsteelgolf@gmail.com


The final word …..

As always any comments, feedback, questions or suggestions for future content or 
articles please email me at rob.brown@sky.com 

The  newsletter will be distributed through Club V1.  To ensure as wider 
distribution as possible, please could you ensure that the office has your most up to 
date email address.  If you hear of others who haven’t received this newsletter, 
please point them towards the office to have their email updated.

Loudoun Gowf Club - Committee members- elected 10th December 2021

I’ve had a couple of requests asking for a list of current committee members:

Club President Gordon Clark gjclark55@btinternet.com 

Captain Gavin Alexander Scott gavscott@doctors.net.uk

Vice - Captain Scott Gilchrist asgil8@aol.com

xxxx

07545 891474

07494 859612

Club Secretary Jim Davidson secy@loudoungowfclub.co.uk 01563 821993

Email Address Contact Number

 01563 820156elainemcdowall16@sky.comElaine McDowallLady Captain

Niven McDowall    nivenmcdowall@sky.com  07736 810421

Ian Morton   ian@dalmaurs.co.uk    01563 820374

Craig Stewart   craigstewart19@gmail.com 07795 495391

David Johnstone   matchsecretary@loudoungowfclub.co.uk  01563 821993

John Graham     john.graham@amey.co.uk       07970 922947

Graham Paterson     graham.paterson1@yahoo.co.uk  07788 260893

Eddie Taylor  eddiekanetaylor1997@gmail.com    07414 770948

John Paton     johnvjpaton@gmail.com   07985 543032

Email Address Contact Number

Management Committee: 

http://rob.brown@sky.com
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mailto:john.graham@amey.co.uk
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