
The Clwt Militia Mine 1874

North of the 
clubhouse was the 
Clwt Militia Mine 
(the club wanted 
the old offices of 
this mine for the 
clubhouse in 1906).

Clubhouse 2017

8th

Powder 
magazine

The quarry beneath the 2nd

and 8th fairways as it was 
being filled in in 1985.
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Sectional Plan of the Clwt Militia Mine 1875
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The Old Clwt Militia shaft 
was the winding shaft and 
the Wellington shaft was 
the entrance or ladder shaft 
descending to 300 feet.
A long climb
to go to work!

In 1849, 23 tons of lead ore were extracted.



One of the last proprietors of the Clwt Militia mine was a Joseph Field from Surrey who, on 
the 7th of September 1891, paid the previous owner of the mining rights and equipment 
(interestingly, the Rector of Brynford who had bought a 21 year lease from the Marquess of 
Westminster in 1874!) £5,000 for 3 year’s rights along with one year’s rights to other local 
lead mines.  A royalty of £0-15-0/Ton of lead ore was also to be paid.

Sources:-
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& Flintshire County Council



Here is the Wellington shaft, the entrance or ladder shaft to the 
Clwt Militia Mine 



Clwt Militia Mine Engine House 2017



Clwt Militia Mine Smithy 2017





Limestone Quarrying on Holywell Golf Course
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Two limestone quarries, the Clwt Militia 
quarries, of post medieval origin as they 
were old when this 1871 map was 
drawn up, underlie all of the present 2nd

and most of the present 8th fairways. 

Clubhouse

Prior to the quarries being filled in in 
the 80s, the track sloping down 
through a cutting into the quarry was a 
severe hazard when playing towards 
what is now the 8th green. 
For a really big slice off the tee or from 
a second shot, so was the quarry itself!
In Brynford in the 19th century, a 
royalty of 2d per ton of limestone was 
paid by the Pantlle quarry (1/4 mile 
south of the present 16th green) 
owners to the Duke of Westminster. 



Limestone Quarrying on Holywell Golf Course
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More limestone quarries, also of 
post medieval origin as they were 
old when this 1910 map was 
drawn up, lie to the right of the 
14th and have to be played over 
when playing the 15th and 16th.

There were also two sand and 
gravel pits, one just in front of the 
15th tee and the other to the right 
of the 17th fairway. 
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Playing 
from one 
lime kiln 
over 
another!
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Documentation

• The golf club has electronic copies of the full versions of the 
documents illustrated in this presentation along with other 
documents that were not included for space reasons. 

• Flintshire County Records Office and the Grosvenor Estates Archive 
have kindly given the golf club written permission for copying the 
documents to show club members as a non-profit exercise.

• A PDF version of the presentation is available for download from the 
club’s website.  


