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Junior Statement 

We at Burnley Golf Club are committed to ensuring that all children, young people and vulnerable people have a fun, safe and positive experience when playing golf.  We recognise our responsibility to safeguard children’s and young people’s welfare by protecting them from poor practice, abuse and bullying.  We understand that the policies and procedures of Children in Golf apply to everyone in the club who come in contact with children or young people, whether paid or unpaid.

Our Child Protection Policy provides direction to employees, volunteers and members of the club about expected Codes of Behaviour when dealing with Juniors in the club and on the course.  We have a responsibility to ensure a safe, positive and encouraging atmosphere exists.

Adults interacting with children in sport are in a position of trust and influence and should always ensure that children are treated with integrity and respect and that the self esteem of children is enhanced. All adult actions in sport should be guided by what is best for the child and carried out in the context of respectful and open relationships.  Verbal, physical, emotional, racial or sexual abuse of any kind or threat of such abuse is totally unacceptable within sport, as in society in general.  Adults working with children have a responsibility to protect them.  All contact with Juniors must remain entirely proper and professional.
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Insurance

Parents should check that their insurance covers their children on the golf course, including accidents and loss of equipment.  The golf club is not responsible for anything left or damaged at the club.

Junior Section
Duty of Care and Child Protection Policy

The club has a Child Protection Policy in place to ensure the welfare of each child at the golf club, whether a club member or not, until their eighteenth birthday.  The procedures include Criminal Record Bureau clearance, including references, for all key personnel and volunteers and training for all those involved with Juniors.

The Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy is kept in the Secretary’s Office, in the club Shop and a copy is kept by the Junior Committee.  A Copy is available in the junior section of the club website. The policy will be kept under review.
Profile and Consent forms
Any junior involved with the club either as a member or for coaching sessions, has to complete a Junior Profile form and sign a consent form.  Until these are signed and returned the junior will not be allowed to take part in any activity on the course or in the club.  It is the parents’ responsibility to keep the club informed of any changes during the year.  The form will be reissued at the beginning of every season.  It is important that these profile updates are signed and returned to the organiser before the beginning of the season as they also give medical consent for the coming year.
  
Code of Conduct for Juniors
Every Junior must adhere to the Code of Conduct of behaviour acceptable at the club. Parents are responsible for their child’s behaviour at the club. There are also Codes of Conduct for parents and volunteers.  Other rules and regulations are within the junior handbook or are part of the club’s constitution.  If unsure – ask! All the information is available in the junior section of the club website.
Maintaining standards
It is important that acceptable standards of behaviour are maintained.  Anyone found breaking the rules will be disciplined.  Continued contravening of the rules will lead to suspension and the junior may to be asked to leave the club.


Junior Signing In 
All Juniors must sign themselves in when they are at Burnley Golf Club for whatever reason.  The Signing-in sheets are in the Club Shop.  You must also put down the names of anyone you are with (adult or junior)

You must put the time you arrive and the time you leave and you must sign in and out.  If you start or finish at the centre of the course you must ring the Club shop to let them know you are on the course and when you leave the course. They will then have a record.  If you have not signed in and play in a competition, you will be disqualified.

If you do not do this then we do not know you are on the course and are therefore not responsible for you


The Junior Golf Academy  - structure

The Junior Golf Academy  is run by the Junior Organiser with the help of the committee and  volunteers, who are parents and grandparents or members of the club,  willing to give a little of their time to help.  The Junior Organiser’s address and telephone number is at the back of the booklet.

Committee Meetings
Committee meetings will be held when necessary.  The committee consists of the Junior Organiser and a number of other club members. The junior organiser will act as Chairperson.  If you have any problems bring it to the attention of any member of the committee
Competitions
Throughout the year there are competitions at the club for all junior members plus away matches and coaching.   You will get a copy of the club competitions at the AGM and for others watch the junior notice board.  
AGM
The Annual General Meeting of the Junior Section is usually held in March.  Junior members of the committee are chosen at this meeting and members are told about the year ahead.  Parents are free to attend this meeting with their children.   
Prize Giving
A prize giving will be held at the end of the year when parents and children are asked to attend. Prizes for the year will be given out.  There are a number of sponsored prizes from members of the club.  Anyone wishing to sponsor a competition or support the junior section with a donation should see the Junior Organiser.


Lockers
If you require a locker you must enquire at the Club Secretaries office. 


Keeping in touch
You need to keep in touch with what is going on in the junior section.  To do this you need to check the junior notice board frequently.  This is outside the Ladies Locker Room.
You may also access the club website at www.burnleygolf.com there is a section specifically for Juniors.

Addresses,  telephone numbers and e-mails
Please inform the Secretary and Junior Organiser of any changes in your telephone number, address or e-mail.  If you have an e-mail address please let the Junior Organiser have it so that you can be contacted quickly.



Safety on the course
Public footpaths
There are a number of public footpaths across the course. Whilst we are trying to take every precaution to make your child safe at Burnley Golf Club, it’s officers, employees and volunteers cannot accept any responsibility for the safety issues arising from the public access to the course and its position.  We ask, therefore, that you follow these guidelines
Safety in numbers
Please do not bring your child to the golf course or practice grounds to play or practice alone.  To be safe on the course we ask that juniors do not go out on their own and that children 13 and under are accompanied by a responsible adult.  We also ask that they take a mobile with them with the club numbers on speed dial.  However, in line with club rules, it must be switched off, and only used for outgoing calls in an emergency.
We cannot accept responsibility for any junior who does go out on their own.  Parents should be aware that it is their responsibility to ensure that they are safe.

Crossing Roads
You need to be careful when crossing the road between the fifth green and sixth tee and again between the sixteenth green and seventeenth tee.  You also need to be aware that there will be cars and tractors on the car park and the road to the sheds by the fifteenth tee.
Take care on all slopes around the course and when you go into the ditches.

Remember always to stop play and seek shelter if there is a danger of lightning.
Playing Shots
When playing your shots be aware that there are a number of blind holes round the course and always make sure the players in front are out of driving range.  If in doubt wait a minute longer.
Playing on the Course

Safety

No junior should go out on the course on their own.

14 and under with or without a handicap
Juniors 14 and under may not play on the course without a responsible adult.

Over 14’s without handicap

Juniors over 14 without a handicap may not play on the course without a responsible adult (aged 16 or over).
14 and over with handicap

Juniors 14 and over with a handicap may play on the course without an adult providing that there are at least two juniors going out together.
Times when you cannot go on the course
There are some times when you will not be allowed to go on the course.  These times will normally be written up on the board outside the Club shop at the beginning of each week.  They include reserved tee times on Thursdays which is Ladies’ Day and Saturday when the men’s competitions take place.  There may also be open Competitions or visiting parties.  Check before you go out that you are allowed to do so.
Remember, unless it is a junior competition you should always give way to senior golfers.



Junior Competitions
Club Competitions

Junior Competitions are usually held on a Sunday morning during the year.  If there is an adult competition on any particular Sunday and the juniors cannot have their tee time then the competition will be held on the Sunday afternoon or Monday evening when possible.  During school holiday there may also be additional competitions, see the fixture list on the Junior notice board. The Junior committee will also e-mail regularly with any changes or additional information. Every junior gets a copy of the fixtures for the year at the Annual General Meeting.  
There are also spare copies in the Junior notice board or simply request one via e-mail from the Junior Organiser.
Tee Reservations
The tee is reserved for Juniors competitions as below


Sunday morning competitions – 8.30a.m. -  9.00a.m.
(Unless otherwise specified on the fixtures sheet)

Competition Options

Competitions are always held for both 18 and 9 hole entry.
There will be a small competition entry fee.

What is a handicap and how to get one
A golf handicap allows people of different abilities to play together and compete on an equal basis.  A golf course is given a par score which is the number of strokes it should take to go round the course.  Your handicap is the number of strokes above par it should take you.  As you get better your handicap drops.
You get a handicap by completing three score cards on the course.  Depending on your age this could be nine holes or eighteen holes.  Cards must be marked by parents who are members, any of the volunteers or anyone designated by the junior organiser.  The cards must be marked and signed and given to the Junior Organiser and we will then calculate you a starting handicap. 
Know the rules of golf

Golf is played by a specific set of rules.  You must know these before you start playing in competitions.  You may get a Rules of Golf book from the Club shop or the Secretary.


Dropping and collecting Juniors.
Please make sure that you always drop your child off and pick them up at the club and that they know what time, where and by whom they are being collected.  If you are going to be late you must contact the club shop or secretary to advise them and tell them the amended time. 
Away matches
We try to arrange transport to take juniors to any away competitions. ( e.g. Pendle League). Juniors will be picked up from and returned to Burnley Golf Club.  Anyone transporting any junior who is not their child or related to them must be DBS checked.  At times parents may be asked to arrange their own transport to and from matches.
Juniors playing in away matches or Open Competitions must still follow the Burnley Golf Club Junior Code of Conduct.  They are representing Burnley Golf Club and therefore must behave appropriately.  They must make sure they are dressed correctly.  Some away matches have a presentation of prizes therefore they should take suitable clothing to change into after the match. (This will be advised beforehand)
Burnley Golf Club website
The Burnley Golf Club website is at www.burnleygolf.com .  There is a junior section with up to date information on it.  Please check it regularly. 

Coaching Sessions
The club annually arrange Junior coaching with a PGA Professional.

Group sessions are arranged throughout the summer for high handicappers and those without a handicap. These will take place as listed below.  There will be a combination of coaching and practice covering different aspects of the game.  You are expected to turn up for every session if you sign up.
Tuesday 6pm-7pm Playing regularly in comps and Pendle League

Thursday 6pm-7pm Intermediate group

Saturday 3pm-4pm Beginners  

The Professional may also run coaching sessions at other times, these will be advised.

To sign up for any of these sessions you must contact either the Professional.  You do not need to be a member to have group coaching.
The Junior Section is committed to providing quality coaching for all.  
Where you can practice
There are two practice grounds at Burnley Golf Club – one by the first fairway and one alongside the fifteenth fairway.  There is also a practice green by the fifteenth.  The putting green is near the club house and there is a practice net at the top of the drive.
As long as they behave sensibly juniors may use any of these amenities.  However only use the practice area by the fifteenth if you are with an adult as it is very isolated.
There will be practice balls in the Club shop for juniors to use.  However, if these are not all collected and returned after a session then the Shop will not be able to give balls out in the future.

Etiquette

On the Course and in the Clubhouse
Addressing officials of the club
Find out who are the officials of the club.

Please remember that it is courteous to address the officials of the club as Mr. President, Mr. Captain, Lady Captain and Junior Captain. Photographs of current officers of the club are displayed in the hall way downstairs.
Wearing the correct clothing
The House Committee of the club issues guidelines on correct attire in the clubhouse.  This can be found on the board at the top of the stairs.  
Make sure you know what you can and cannot wear. 
Jeans, trainers, collarless shirts and tracksuits are not acceptable attire for the course. 
In the club house
Juniors on their own are only allowed in the clubroom when the bar is open and there is official supervision for them.

They are not allowed to play on the snooker table.

No junior is allowed to drink alcohol on the premises or on the golf course until they have passed their eighteenth birthday.  

When in the clubrooms juniors must behave at all times.  If there are any problems, bar staff or officials of the club will ask you to leave and report the incident to the junior organiser.


Courtesy on the course.
· Players should make sure that no one will be hit by a club or a ball when they swing.

· The player with the honour should play first.

· Don’t move, talk or stand close to or behind the player when they are addressing the ball or making a stroke.

· Do not play until the players in front are out of range.

· Players should keep up with the game in front not hold up the game behind.

· If you are searching for a ball allow the next group through.  Do not wait five minutes.

· When you have completed a hole move quickly to the next tee.  Mark your cards at the next tee.

· Always leave your bags and trollies at the side of the green nearest to the next tee/exit.

· Be aware of your shadow on the putting green. Don't stand in a place that causes your shadow to be cast across another player or that player's putting line.

· Never walk through a playing partner's putting line. Your footprints might alter the path of a partner's putt. Step over the putting line, or walk around (behind) the partner's ball.
Care of the Course
· Make sure you rake a bunker after you have been in it.

· Always enter and leave a bunker at its lowest point.

· Replace divots, repair ball marks and damage by spikes.

· Do not put your bags or trollies on the green as this damages it.

· Standing too near the hole can damage it.

· Make sure you replace the flag.

· When taking practice swings avoid causing damage to the course, particularly the tees by removing divots.
Playing Golf

Golf is played mainly without a referee or umpire.  The game relies on each player to be truthful, show consideration to other players and abide by the rules.  All players should conduct themselves in a disciplined manner, demonstrating courtesy and sportsmanship at all times, no matter how competitive they are.  This is the spirit of the game of golf.
How Do I Keep Score?

Golf scoring is simple. Every time you swing at that little white ball, (even if you miss it)  that's a stroke. Every time you make a stroke, count it. At the end of each hole, add up your strokes for that hole and write it down. At the end of the round, add up the strokes for each hole and, there you have it, your golf score.  There are some other circumstances - every golfer will have to take penalty strokes here and there - at least, if you're playing strictly by the rules. 

Score in relation to par is also very easy to understand and compute. Each hole is given a number representing "par" - the number of strokes it should take a golfer to finish that hole. If the par is 4 and you make a 5, then your score in relation to par is 1-over. If the par is 4 and you make a 3, then your score in relation to par is 1-under. 

If par for the course is 72 and you finished with a 92, then your score is 20-over.

How Long Does It Take to Play a Round of Golf?

Four hours is the estimate most people give for 18 holes. 

The actual time depends on how busy the course is, how many people you are playing with and how many strokes everyone takes (a round of 72 will obviously be faster than a round of 112).  A foursome playing a very crowded course might wind up spending 5 or even 6 hours on the golf course. 

To keep things moving, all friendly matches (rounds of golf that are not played in tournaments or for money) should be played by the principles of "ready golf." 

Which Set of Tees on the Tee Box Should I Use?

At Burnley Golf Club Junior boys play off the red tees until they have a handicap of 28 when they can move to the yellow and white tees.  Junior girls always play off the red tees which are LGU tees.

Useful Contact Details

Junior Organiser
Ian Duffy
i.duffy7@ntlworld.com 

Professional’s Shop
Sam Punchard PGA Professional
Tel: 01282 455266

e-mail: professional@burnelygolfclub.com  
Secretary                                                  
Mr. Alan Green
Burnley Golf Club

Approach Way

Off Glen View Road

Burnley

Tele: 01282 455266
e-mail:  secretary@burnleygolfclub.com 
Welfare Officer
Mrs Kate Walne
Mobile: 07759683343
Police Station

Family Protection Officer

01282 425001
England Golf
Lead Child Protection Officer

Andy Wright

01526351824
e-mail;  
a.wright@englandgolf.org
NSPCC

Child Protection Helpline

08088005000 (24 hour)

Junior Committee
Ian Duffy
Kate Walne

Terry Walne

Sam Punchard

What should you have in your golf bag?
Ball markers

Balls




just enough for one round
Tee pegs

Glove




and spares

Hat
(woolly or peak)
Marker pen
(waterproof – to mark your ball)
Pen or pencil
 (plus spare – to mark cards)
Pitch mark repairer

Rule book
(make sure its up to date)
Scorecard

Drink/snacks   (non fizzy – fruit – energy bar)

Towel

Umbrella

Waterproofs

You could also have

Spare sweater

Sunglasses

Sun cream

Plasters

Hankies

Club cleaner

Also make sure that you have no more than fourteen clubs in your bag.



Different competitions formats
A rough guide

· Singles 
The classic form of golf played off scratch or full handicap difference.  The number of strokes taken by each player is entered on the card.  You score for your opponent. But keep a record of your score.  The card is totalled for 9 holes and then 18 holes.  The player’s full handicap is deducted from the final score.  Gross (before handicap is taken off) and Nett (after handicap is taken off) scores are shown on the card.
· Stableford 
Points are awarded for your score on each hole on either a nett or handicap basis. You are allocated shots at some or all of the holes according to your handicap and the allowance for the competition.  Record your nett score for each hole and then award yourself points -1 point for a bogey, 2 for a par, 3 for a birdie, 4 for an eagle and 5 if you bag an albatross (fat chance). Anything worse than a bogey, pick up and stop wasting everyone else's time. 

· Foursomes 
Two players form a team and hit alternate shots at each hole until they hole out. One player tees off at the even holes and one on the odd holes. Handicap allowance is half of the combined total of both players. Played to strict rules of matchplay golf! 

· Greensomes 
Greensomes is a game for teams of two where both partners drive and they choose the best drive and then play alternate shots for the rest of hole as in foursomes. For handicap, take the combined handicaps of both teams and the lower pair gives seven-eighths of the difference.
· Fourball-Betterball 
Teams of two play their own ball and count the 'better ball' or score on each hole. Played in matchplay, handicaps are three-quarters of the difference form the lowest handicapper. 

· There are many other formats.  If you are not sure how to play a particular competition then ask the organiser, professional or any member.

Record Sheet
Date
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Weather

Gross Score
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