
 
 

 
 

Golf Committee Preferred Lies 
 

Preferred lies are now in operation under a Local Rule with effect 
from  

1st January 2019 
 

“Winter Rules” 
 
There is sometimes some confusion as to how the rules of golf affect play 
in the winter months, so I will emphasise some important points that must 
be adhered to. 
 

1. A player is entitled to relief on the General Area, cut to Fairway 
height. This includes all fairways, tees, surrounds/aprons and 
greens (i.e. the area surrounding and in front of the 7th green, which 
is cut at tee height). If you are in any doubt whether a ball lies on 
these areas, do not pick it up! 

 
2. When taking relief, you should mark the ball, which may be cleaned 

and then placed within six inches of where it lay but no nearer the 
hole. Once the ball has been replaced, you must not touch it again. 

 
3. Relief may only be obtained from tractor marks if they are marked 

‘Ground Under Repair’. 
 
 

4. Fenced off areas – Procedures to assist golfers. 
 

Fences, made from wooden stakes connected by rope that have been 
erected to protect areas of the course, are deemed ‘Immovable 
Obstructions’ and cannot be moved, however you may take relief 
(Rule 16.1 applies, see below*) from the fences, or posts, if your 
stance or swing is interfered with.  

 
*When taking relief under 16.1 the ball must be dropped without 
penalty within one club length of the nearest point of relief, not 
nearer the hole. 
 
Fenced off areas are not automatically ‘GUR’ and relief can only be 
taken from any part of the course if it has been defined as such.   
 
White directional “hoops” are movable obstructions, but must be 
replaced if they have been removed. 
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