
THE CAPTAIN’S WEEK 

It’s been a week of gatherings and celebrations to mark the end of one golfing season at 

MGC and, for the Lady Captain, the start of a new stage in her golfing career at the Club. 

And this is just the start. We are now well and truly into the build-up to the Festive period at 

Malden so there are many more events to look forward to over the next four weeks. 

Let me begin with the LADY CAPTAIN’S DRIVE-IN last Sunday. We were blessed with a 

perfect, crisp Autumnal day as family, friends and fellow members gathered in the 

clubhouse before making 

their way out to the First 

Tee to witness Linda’s first 

shot of her Captaincy year. 

It was a lovely event. We 

all wish Linda a terrific 12 

months as Lady Captain. 

I’m sure she will enjoy the 

many social opportunities 

and golfing challenges that 

come with being Lady 

Captain. My thanks to 

Linda and Crawford for 

their generous hospitality 

throughout the day. 

Linda takes over as Lady Captain towards the end of our 125th anniversary celebrations. All 

in all it’s been quite a year. THE 125 ORGANISING COMMITTEE met recently to review the 

events over the past 11 months and to consider which ones would be worthy of continuing 

as we move into our 126th year. For me, one of the highlights of the year was the History 

Evening in October. It was a fascinating insight into the local events that influenced the 

location and layout of our golf 

club and course when it moved 

to its present site in 1925. Of the 

other events that took place, I 

think the consensus is that the 

Ladies v Men, the Under 40s v 

Over 40s (but mixed next time), 

the Fun Family Golf Day and the 

Cross Country Golf Challenge 

should be repeated next year, 

and we might have another 

Hickory Golf Day in a couple of years time if there’s enough interest. And, of course, the 

invitation to play other 125 golf clubs for free will continue in the years to come. To find out 

what other 1895 courses you can play, please take a look at the Wellingborough GC website: 

https://www.wellingboroughgolfclub.com/1893.asp 

https://www.wellingboroughgolfclub.com/1893.asp


So the Quasquicentennial celebrations are coming to a close. The last event in the 

programme will be the NEW YEAR EVE’S DINNER AND DANCE. Please book a table if you’d 

like to join us for the final hurrah of 2018. All that remains for me to do is thank Simon 

Barton, Jimmy Warner, Amanda Blackburn, Sarah Fairbairn, Andy Smith, Nigel Gills, Alan 

Campbell, Pip Davis, Ann Gems and Chris Gems for all their efforts this year. Well done! 

Last Friday, I had the 

pleasure of joining the 

MORNING ROLL-UP for 

their annual dinner. It was a 

great turn-out with over 50 

members enjoying the 

traditional low calorie meal 

of Beef Wellington, Spotted 

Dick or Treacle Pudding 

followed by cheese. I said a 

few words about my trials 

and tribulations in trying to 

write a memoir about a year as a golf club captain and Glyn Greenslade rolled up his poetic 

sleeves to entertain the audience in verse – which was very funny. All in all it was a really 

good evening and I’m grateful to John, Brendan and Glyn for inviting me.  

One part of our Club which I feel I have not mentioned enough in the Newsletter is the 

MEN’S SENIORS SECTION. I need to address this. They’ve had a full itinerary of matches, 

competitions and various other events throughout the year under the very able stewardship 

of Fred England. On Tuesday, the Seniors had their 

END OF TERM pairs competition followed by a 

celebration lunch. The winners were David Cureton 

and Crawford Anderson (clearly now able to relax 

after his wife’s Drive-In on the previous Sunday). 

Well played. This was also Fred’s last event as the 

Senior’s Organiser before stepping down. My 

thanks to Fred for all his hard work trying to keep 

the Seniors under control! 

On Wednesday, I joined over 100 current and past SURREY CAPTAINS for their annual end 

of year golf competition at Walton Heath – I know, not a bad place to visit! Once again, the 

breakfast and lunch were really good (and once again I sound like a Trip Advisor reviewer) 

but my golf filling sandwiched between the meals was still frozen, under seasoned and in 

need of some extra spice (that’s MasterChef speak for 

‘I wasn’t very good’). I scrapped just 23 stableford 

points finding the heather on the New Course far too 

penal on a day when I struggled to keep my ball on the 

fairway. Still, it was a good event and Walton Heath’s 

hospitality was, as you might expect, exemplary.  



OTHER GOLFING MATTERS 

As I mentioned in my email on Wednesday announcing the launch of the FIVE YEAR PLAN 

FOR THE GOLF COURSE and SCOTT WEALE’S APPOINTMENT as our next Head Greenkeeper, 

Golfshake.com has placed our course in a list of the top 50 UK golf courses rated by how 

good the condition of the course was. As they say on the website:  

“The Golfshake Course Section features hundreds of thousands of independent reviews 

submitted by regular golfers who are asked to assess their views of a venue based on a 

variety of criteria including Course 

Layout, Condition, Hospitality, Value for Money, 

and Pace of Play. We have been sharing the top 

rated this year for each of those categories across a 

variety of regions but in this feature it’s time to 

bring them together into one to discover the Top 

50 Courses for Condition in the UK for 2018, with 

at least ten ratings.” 

If you’d like to see the full listing, please go to:  

https://www.golfshake.com/course/news/13173/Top_50_Golf_Courses_Rated_for_Conditi

on_in_2018.html 

Of course, we know that there is still lots to do on our course which is why promoting Scott 

to head up our Green Team and launching the Five Year Plan comes at a good time. If you 

haven’t had the chance to read the document yet, please go to the Members Hub on our 

website, click on Club and then Documents and go to Golf Course 5 Year Plan. This is, in 

part, a consultation process so if you have any comments or questions feel free to contact 

Chris Gems, our Chairman of Green. His contact details are at the end of each document. 

I should take this opportunity to thank Kris, Scott and the Green Committee for putting the 

plan together and express my gratitude to Darren Howes who spent many hours pulling the 

document together and adding the graphics to make it a little more interactive. With 

numerous additions and amendments, it was an act of great perseverance. 

On the subject of perseverance, I’d like to give Jane Gear a special mention. Jane was 

playing in a PEARSON MATCH AGAINST DORKING GC on Tuesday. You may recall that the 

weather was atrocious but that didn’t stop the ladies carrying on with the match. Each 

singles game has to be finished to a conclusion and 

having completed 18 holes still all-square, Jane and her 

opponent had to carry on playing despite the rain, wind 

and cold, and knowing that the rest of the players were 

warming themselves in the clubhouse. It then took 6 

more holes before Jane unfortunately lost the match. 

That really was beyond the call of duty. But Jane had 

some consolation. Our ladies won the match 6 – 1! 

https://www.golfshake.com/course/ukgolfguide/
https://www.golfshake.com/course/news/13173/Top_50_Golf_Courses_Rated_for_Condition_in_2018.html
https://www.golfshake.com/course/news/13173/Top_50_Golf_Courses_Rated_for_Condition_in_2018.html


 

 
 

WHAT’S COMING UP? 

There’s much to look forward to over the next few weeks. 

This FRIDAY (TODAY!), there’s an OPEN MIC evening at the Club   

featuring some of our talented musicians. Proceedings start from 7.30.  

If you have nothing on, come down and enjoy the music. 

On SUNDAY MORNING, we’re organising a MIX-UP. It’ll be a team 

competition with prizes on offer for the winning team. To get your name into 

the team draw, please arrive at the Club by 8.15 am at the latest.  

At the same time, we have the playing of the FINAL OF THE BROCK CUP  

between Martin Cragg and Stuart Roberts. And the presentation will be  

at 6.30. Try to support sponsor David Woolmer and the competitors by  

coming along if you can. 

As for the CHRISTMAS PROGRAMME, here are some of the main events 

that you can get involved in during December: 

 

Saturday 2nd & Sunday 3rd December – Men’s Monthly Stableford 

Sunday 2nd December – Weekend Ladies Christmas Competition 

Tuesday 4th December – Ladies; Christmas Competition and Lunch 

Friday 7th December – Men’s Christmas Dinner 

Sunday 9th December – Men’s Christmas Fayre 

Friday 14th December – Ladies’ Christmas Dinner 

Sunday 16th December – Christmas Lunch and Prize Draw 

Monday 31st December – New Year’s Eve Dinner & Dance 

For more information and to sign up for these events, please  

check the noticeboards in the foyer or in the locker rooms. 

 

 

 


