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Dear Members. 
 
Firstly a belated Happy New (Golfing) Year, to all members, from the Greens Team. Your support and 
encouragement throughout 2017 has been much appreciated. 
  
 
It has been a while since I did a course report. We 
have experienced every type of weather over the 
last 3 months. Plenty of the wet stuff and recently 
the Beast from the East joined us on three 
occasions. I've never known/seen so much snow 
over the last few years. 
 
 
I feel as though the course has weathered well considering what it has had to handle. We have had a 
lot of days closed due to flooding and the course being unplayable but the drainage work carried out 
this winter has begun to work very well. We have not had a good run of dry days but when we have 
had two or three back to back the course still surprises me in how quickly dries out. 

 
 
We are slightly behind on the 
winter program and still have a 
few outstanding jobs to be 
completed before we start 
preparing the course for the up 
and coming season. Some of the 
jobs that have not been 
completed will be carried 
forward to next winter’s work 
program.  
 
 
 

The greens have stood their ground through the bleak winter and have come through pretty well 
with very little if any scaring from diseases although we have been joined in most of the greens with 
our little pest Mr leather jacket.  These are the off spring from daddy long legs and there is no 
chemical on the market any more to treat these little grubs as the only effective one was banned 
back in 2015. Basically the daddy long legs lays eggs in August / September and the eggs hatch into 
maggot like grubs, which then feed on the plant roots until they pupate and hatch in May.   
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I have spoken to many other green keepers up and down the country and we are not the only club to 
have this problem. Also I've spoken at length on a few occasions to Emma Beggs from the STRI. I have 
also spoken with a few turf industry players from the leading turf amenity Companies.  

 
The plan going forward is to make sure the plant has enough 
food source so it can still keep its health and produce new roots 
plus top growth. We did trial a product from one of the leading 
turf amenity  companies but it wasn't very successful. The 
pheasants and crows are hunting food and so pecking damage is 
very much in evidence on the greens at the moment. We have 
been keeping the debris cleaned regularly but you may see some 
small holes in the greens. Once we start top dressing and over 
seeding  these will fill in. We have put out some deterrent 
artificial Birds of Prey and have been rotating them around the 
problem greens with some good results.    
 
 
Winter work started off slowly due to the weather. This put the 
brakes on a few projects and then when the weather relented 
we had to rebook the outside contractors, which caused some 
further delays due their work schedules. Other treatments to 
strengthen the plant and encourage growth prior to being able 
to aerate and top dress are our immediate priority. 
 

 
Looking forward to the season ahead myself, Darren 
and Chris will be starting the preparation work on the 
course this week. There is still very little (if any) 
growth on the course and the records show this year 
so far from GDD (growing degrees days) that we are 
nearly 23 days behind last year in terms of top 
growth, but hopefully the temperatures will start to 
rise soon.  
 
I have noted lots of new white roots when I have 
taken samples from the greens. When the plant isn't 
putting its effort into top growth (leaf shoot density) 
more resources (biomass) are available for root 
development. The basic growing temperature 
required, on average, is that of 6 degrees air 



 

 

The Club for Everyone 
 

Southport Old Links Golf Club 
-------------------- 

Greens Committee Notice 
 

temperature, whereas root development will be active at temperatures between 1 - 2 degrees. The 
aeration work we completed when conditions allowed, although less than ideal, has assisted this 
good root development. 
 
 
Fertilisers will be applied to the tees and greens once the soil and air temperatures increase.  With 
the greens we are following a program based on the the soil analysis undertaken last year. It is our 
intention to put out a 6 month slow release fertiliser on the Tees which should see us through the 
season. Hopefully,  we will get our first application of top dressing on the putting surfaces after Easter 
when, hopefully, the weather has improved and growth has started and then be able to follow the 
STRI recommended treatment programme which is designed to overcome (or at worst minimise) the 
Leather Jacket problem. 
 
 
The greens have had two applications of liquid fertilisers this year.  The first being a very light feed of 
a winter turf hardener and the second application was a winter turf hardener with an added source 
of nitrogen (this nitrogen source does not force the plant to grow) with added iron to check any moss 
that is present in the greens. Both applications contained liquid seaweed. Once the greens start 
growing actively another application of iron will be sprayed to remove the moss. We didn't want to 
kill the moss off before growth kicked in as we would have had bare patches. 
 
 
Hopefully we will have a drier season than we did last year and I can take forward all the lessons I 
learnt from 2017 and further develop our improvement targets for the course again this year.  
 
  
     Simon Barker 

Head Greenkeeper 
 
 
 


