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MORAY GOLF CLUB
UNVEILS COURSE CHANGES

20 MAY 2015 —-Moray Golf Clubhas released details of a series of course
improvements that have been made ahead of one &fkl's most prestigious
amateur championships. The changes at the reno@ewtish links will provide a
stunning backdrop for the Carrick Neill Scottishédstroke Play Championship in
May —a Scottish Golf Union flagship event.

The on-course improvements, which include the reldgment of 24 bunkers, the
introduction of three new bunkers and removing fetere devised to enhance the
much-loved routing of the Old Course which wastiagl out by Old Tom Morris in
1889. Along with new tees and an ongoing gorserobprogramme which has
stripped back encroaching bushes in order to expramdemi-rough and give more
shapeto the fairways, the six-week programme pravements has been universally
welcomed at the club.

“Ilam extremely proud of the work carried out by tireens staff over the winter
programme,” explained John Thomson, captain of M &alf Club. “They have
shown what can be achieved without having to bteakbank. Their knowledge of
reconstructing bunkers, building tees and manatireggorse around Moray is second
to none and that makes them a valuable asset tiuié

He continued: “Although the course improvementspea of a longer-term strategy,
they have also been planned to coincide with th&St Open Stroke Play
Championship which will boast an impressive fiefdaented players from 29 - 31
May. The course changes are living proof you care leachampionship links that
presents a stern, modern-day test for the verydmeateurs while remaining a fair
challenge for shorter hitters.”

Daniel Sommerville, Events Manager at the ScotEsti Union, said: “We are
looking forward to a great tournament at M orayhatend of the month. The Old
Course offers a true championship test and we thlirthe players will enjoy the
challenge. This year's event boasts another stiotegnational field and, in a Walker
Cup year, we expect a high standard of golf indinest to lift the trophy.”

Moray Golf Club, which hosted the 7 Bcottish Student Golf Championships while
celebrating its 125anniversary last year, is one of the most admlirdes courses in
Scotland. Most recently it was among the climbar&olf World's Top 100 Scottish



golf courses jumping three places to number 34etecewith “unanimous affection”,
it was described by the panel as an “absolute gamd’“a hugely underrated course”.

For new courses manager Kevin Thomson, the progeawimwvorks has been
particularly satisfying, especially the most sigi@iht change which involved
swappingthe 12tee on the Old Course for thé"lze on the New course, which was
designed by Henry Cotton. “From our point of vielwese projects are brilliant,” he
said. “The tee-swappingwas a huge job becausead/édimove paths and build new
tees. When we stripped everythingback, it lookesld bomb had gone off. It was
only when things started to take shape that tHergotould see what was going on.”

He continued: “It would never happen on a modenrs®. One of our courses has
been here for 125 years and the other came alangafter. It is unusual to swap tees
but along with the bunker programme, the change® h@de noticeable
improvements. They’ve made the courses harderdtiebplayers and easier for less
experienced players. It was a great project to warknd what has made it especially
satisfying is the positive feedback from the merabBer

The club has supported the changes by investingwnequipment, including a Toro
rough cutter and a new Vredo overseeding machimegh®course, this has boosted
the rate of sowing new fescue grasses as weltlagyaihe application of the weekly
light dressing of sand which helps firm up M orafgmed seaside greens.

The course changes will influence most of the 38shat Moray Golf Club but will in
particular affect the® 8", 11" and 13" holes of the Old Course and thd"xth the
New course.

Some of the first players to try out the new-lookidy will be the stellar field for the
Carrick Neill Scottish Open Stroke Play Champiopskho will be aiming to join an
impressive list of past champions that includesntar Ryder Cup captains Bernard
Gallacher and Colin M ontgomerie as well as curkamopean Tour stars Stephen
Gallacher and Richie Ramsay.
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Notesto editors:
About Moray Golf Club

1) Founded in 1889, Moray Golf Club is situatetlassiemouth, Moray, Scotland.
The club has two 18-hole courses appropriatelgddte Old Course and the New
Course.

2) A classic layout designed by Old Tom Morris, @d Course is one of the finest
links courses in Scotland with one of the most nramle closing holes you'll find in
golf. At6,572 yards, it has a par of 71. It is B®in Golf World's Top 100 Scottish
Courses (2015).

3) The tighter New Course was masterminded by H&atyon, whose preference fqr
precision golf can be seen in the shorter lay odtsanaller greens. At 6,068 yards and
a par of 70, itis every bit as challenging asQ@keCourse.




4) For more information about Moray Golf Club, vigiww.moray golf.co.uk
5) For more information about the Carrick Neill 8h Open Stroke Play
Championship, visit http://www.scottishgolf.org/evs/listings/scottish-open-
amateur-stroke-play-championship/

For further quotes, interview opportunities andgesg contact the Moray Golf Club
press office at yvonne@thewordassociation.biz bYes@nne Alexander on:

Office: +44 (0) 1337 858 807
Out of hours: +44 (0) 7976 369 260

Press release distributed by The Word Association
www.thewordassociation.biz




