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Minutes of the 2018 Annual General Meeting of Donnington Grove Golf Club 

Held at Donnington Grove Country Club on 21st March 2018 

Committee members present; Tony Coleman (TC), Gill Lane (GL), Graham Attridge (GA), Dave 
Adams (DA), Fay Unsworth (FU), Chris Tobin (CT), Kim Richardson (KR), Andy Storer (AS), Nick 
Bowley (NB) Dave Knight (DK) Nigel Green (NG), Marc Rollings (MR), Tom Fleming (TF) 
 
Total Members present 31 (9 Committee; 4 Management; 17 Members & 1 Junior)  
Apologies: Gary Rinaldi. 
 
The President Tony Coleman welcomed all to the 2018 AGM opened the meeting at 7.30pm 
and introduced The Chairman, Club Captain Graham Attridge (GA) 
GA Welcomed all present and asked if they would read through the minutes from last years AGM 
that had already been distributed, when the time allowed had lapsed, GA asked if there were any 
questions or matters arising from said minutes.  
There were no matters arising from the minutes:  
TC asked for the minutes be accepted as a true and accurate record of the 2017 AGM, and were 
proposed by Chris Tobin, and seconded by Gill Lane, all members present accepted them 
unanimously. TC stated a copy would now be placed on the website for all members to see. 
 
GA then invited Nigel Green General Manager DGCC to present his report 
 
Management Report: 
Firstly, welcome to you all I would like to start with a few thank you’s for the support and 
dedication and time the committee members have given the golf club over the last year,  
thank you to the Club President TC and the club captains.   After tonight’s meeting there will 
be some late refreshments, with my compliments, served in the bar downstairs.  
Over the last twelve months additional funding in excess of £15k has been spent on bunkers 
that some may argue is not worthwhile.  The bunkers were in a poor condition, we acknowledged 
your feedback, listened and we acted upon it.   
We have held our membership fees for the third consecutive year, going forward we will 
continue to review our pricing and membership categories. As of 1st April new terms and 
condition to the membership will apply, these have been emailed to existing members, the 
printed version will be in the membership packs, and they are already on our website. 
It is very important that we monitor the value of the membership and to reflect this we have 
removed the bulk sale of green fee vouchers from the pro shop and the low positioned tee times 
online. 
I am delighted to announce the opening of the Aveda Retreat, treatment rooms, three spa 
treatment rooms have been built and these open on 26 March operated by Bernie Fleming, The 
facilities are open to everyone and this is a great extra addition to our hotel.  
Driving Range: We are very pleased to progress with further additional funding and 
improvements to the driving range which Marc will detail. 
This year we are giving all members over £2000 worth of vouchers in their Club diaries that 
cover all aspects of our business; I hope you enjoy using them.   
As in prior years Sandtrend will continue to support the weekly members Champagne Roll up 
with £25 per week for the member’s drawer – we start this year on April 13th with £217.50 already 
in place from last year. good luck – remember you have to be in the bar when the random 
number is selected to be able to claim the prize !  
Please remember that the Committee has a dedicated team of representatives with excellent 
knowledge and commitment to our club and its members. 
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So please use the committee members reps – Nick and Gary, as a communication channel to 
raise any concerns and suggestions, this is the best route for things to be discussed.   Not 
forgetting the comments book in the pro shop which will also indicate when items are actioned. 
2018 will be another exciting year, full of new ideas and initiatives and I look forward to working 
with the new captains, Dave, Kim, and Chris.  
Thank you to Dave Knight and his team, for their continued efforts too, Spring was here, 
apparently and as we approach British summer time this weekend we can only remain positive 
for better conditions that will help to improve the course. However, if you are planning to play golf 
over the Easter break may I suggest now – wrap up warm!!  
Moving forward we welcome a new team of professionals, to lead and manage our golf 
operation as Marc Rollings, golf manager departs DG this week.   
Tom Fleming, head PGA Professional will take control from Marc with the support of, Nick 
Mitchell, Lorraine Storey and Chris Devonshire.  I believe we have some quality ingredients 
with this combination so please offer them support and encouragement as we progress with this 
new venture. 
Finally, I would like to personally thank Marc. Over the last few years Marc has strived to 
streamline back office systems with much success, along with exploring every available 
opportunity to improve the membership base and retain our members.   
Marc, I wish you every success for your new career, and from all of the team and members 
at DG – good luck and thank you.   
 
GA invited Marc Rollings (MR) Golf manager to present the Golf and Course report 
 
Golf and Course report  
Firstly I’d like to start by thanking Nigel, Dave & his team and all the hotel staff for their 
support and hard work over the past year.  
Members: Currently as of today we have 421 members. Our strongest category is 7 day with 140 
members, followed by the seniors with 49 and then the colts at 34. The rest are across the board.  
Disappointingly 46 Members have now confirmed they are not renewing in April.  
During the year I’ve introduced 94 new members but also during the year we’ve unfortunately 
lost 70 members due to reason such as relocation, finance & ill health. This is the highest number 
of leavers for a long time and surprisingly the highest reason for leaving is financial.   
Based on last year’s membership of 443 members its means we are 22 members down, this 
number could of course still increase if more people don’t renew by the 1st April.  
Any unpaid members after the 1st April will be suspended until the 6th April before being fully 
resigned. Membership packs will then be prepared & sent out on or about the 13th April.   
Reciprocal Golf Courses We have recently reviewed all the Reciprocal Golf Courses.  We have 
removed Bigbury & Brentwood as they are miles away and were not being used. We’ve had to 
remove The Springs as they have been recently taken over and have removed all there 
reciprocal agreements. We have introduced Boundray Lakes in Southampton as a new venue.   
Opens competitions: Re-Introducing some of the previously folded opens competitions last year 
was a massive success and so we have book them all again, the Seniors Open, Men’s Open, 
Ladies Open, Mixed Open, Members Invitation Day & Pro-Am all booked in the diary.  
Social Events: Tom & his team are going to continue with social events after the quiz night being 
a huge success. Please keep an eye out for the invitations.  
Greenstaff and the course: About the course, Dave currently has a team of 6 full Staff, 1 part 
time mechanic, Andrew and we are now recruiting another full time Greenkeeper starting on the 
3rd April. This week’s scheduled course maintenance has been delayed because of the snow.  
The Greens will be micro tined. The tees & approaches will also be scarified, dressed, over 
seeded and fertilised. This maintenance process will be repeated again in August. We are 
hoping to adjust the fairway mowers when possible to the summer heights and the greens 
mowers will be adjusted when the growth speeds up.  
During May we are now planning to verity-drain the tees, greens & approaches.  
Over the year we have been very proactive, regularly spraying preventatives to stop the greens 
getting disease but unfortunately during late October when the weather was particularly wet and 
humid we were unable to spray preventatives which then meant disease set in and because of 
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the lack of light to the 12th green, this was affected the most. Once it was treated it left bare 
patches which because of the lack of growth over the winter it’s still visible now. This will however 
quickly disappear as soon as the weather warms up.  During this period, several members 
commented as to why sand was not put on the greens, this is because the when its wet & mild 
sand will actually encourage the disease to grow.  
Last year, during the summer months we applied 200 tons of sand on the greens and this 
will be repeated again this year. The advantage of applying this much sand will reduce the thatch 
levels and will improve the playing surface. This will also allow the roots to go down deeper to 
make the plant healthier.     
The driving range project has now started, initial costs for previously proposed range 
developments were deemed too high but we have been given a budget for the base for 10 bays, 
of which 5 will be covered. The plan is to add the next 5 bays within the year, install a new ball 
machine with water, electrics & hopefully Wi-Fi.  
We have now completed 2 of our initial 3 year plan for the course. We still have a years’ 
worth of work, but some of the bigger projects on the list that require further investment are still 
outstanding and we are going to continue to try and gain permission to do.  
One of the biggest projects on the list is the addition tees. They will be constructed the same 
manner as our existing tees. This has in principle been agreed by the owners pending cost.  
We will continue to invest in the necessary maintenance of the course. This includes all the 
chemicals, machinery, irrigation system and old for new replacements.  
The divot tree has been have been an excellent success. Because of the help from the 
members & guests the fairways are a lot better than previous years. The numbers of divots on 
the fairways are massively reduced compared to previous years. If members take a divot bag, 
repair pitch marks & rake bunkers when they play it helps our greenstaff to keep the course in the 
condition we want to see it in. With pitch marks, 24 hours is too late, the damage is already done.  
Drainage: One of the major plans for this year is we are planning to improve the drainage all over 
the course. We plan to verity-drain all the fairways and introduce ditches on certain parts of the 
course to improve the water flow when it’s wet.   
I like to thank Graham & Molly for providing an excellent service to the members & visitors 
throughout the year again in the half way hut. I wish them well for 2018 and I hope you will all 
continue to support them.  
I’d like to thank Andy Storer and his subcommittee for all the hard work and hours they’ve 
dedicated to the club over the year in order to make sure the members have superbly run 
competitions. Thank you.  
As you now know, Friday is my last day as the Golf Manager at Donnington Grove Country 
Club. I’ve spent over 14 years in total here and the very best part of the job has been 
working been with all of you, the members and committee. Without you the club simply 
wouldn’t be here.  
I’d also like to say, Dave Knight is an absolute asset, his dedication to provide an excellent 
all year, all round course on tight budget with such a small team is amazing. Dave, you do 
an outstanding job, Thank you Dave, please pass on my thanks to your team.   
I’d like to finish by wishing Tom Fleming, his team & accounts the best of luck as they will 
be taking over my responsibilities going forward. Please give them the same patience and 
support you all gave me at the start to settle in.  
 
GA thanked MR for his report then asked the Lady Captain, Fay Unsworth to present her 
report; 
 
Lady Captain’s report: 
Good evening Mr President, Mr Captain, the Committee and Ladies & Gentlemen of DGCC. 
I am very proud to be presenting to you, this glowing report from the Ladies Section. 
I shall start with our social events and outings which have proved to be quite popular. Over 
the year we got together for quizzes, BBQ's, wine and food tasting, fun golf, a film evening, trips 
to the Watermill theatre and also to the pantomime. Not forgetting our annual Xmas golf & lunch 
and two golfing away breaks the first to Tracy Park near Bath in May and then to Luton Hoo in 
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August. A few of us also attended the county dinner and listened to Tamara Taylor speak about 
attaining her 100+ caps in rugby for England. 
Our main charity fundraiser for the year was the Afternoon Tea Party hosted by Maureen 
Heath & Catherine Moody in Maureen's beautiful garden. With 40 guests attending, it raised £590 
and I thank them very much for their generosity. 
We ran an eclectic competition over the summer months, also for the charity. This was won by 
Jules Culley (nett) and Lydia Rayne (gross). I thank Sue Foote for running this competition. 
Tom Fleming, our club professional, hosted several clinics throughout the season, with the aim 
of trying to elevate our games. I thank Tom for this. 
We continue to maintain good relationships with other clubs by participating in ladies and mixed 
friendly matches. A new fixture against Manor House, Castle Combe for the ladies and against 
Burford for the mixed matches were introduced this year. We won 4, drew 3 and lost 1 of the 
ladies friendly matches. As for the mixed, we won 3, drew 2 and lost 3 matches. 
Our annual Ladies v Seniors match produced the usual result! Seniors won 3-2. But 
nevertheless it was a great day. 
I was pleased to be able to start up the DG Ladies and Mixed Opens this year with help from 
Marc Rollings, thank you Marc, after 7 years of not being played. We welcomed 32 ladies for the 
Ladies Open which was won by Jill Edwardes & Gill Myers from Newbury & Crookham and the 
Mixed Open, which attracted 40 players, was won by our Allison Holmes & partner John 
Bowness from Deanwood Park. 
The DG ladies have supported and achieved great results in the monthly medals and weekly 
champagne roll-ups. However, the main board competition winners this year are: 
Katherine Hartwell, The Japan Cup and along with partner Martin Lambourne, The Mixed 
Greensomes. The Parasampia Bogey was won by Julie Myall. Gill Lane and myself won the 
Anniversary Foursomes. At this point I would like to thank Gill very much for all her support and 
help this year, I can confirm that Gill knows everything! The Captain's Rosebowl was won by 
Sarah Jolly who also won the The Greensomes Cup with partner Philip McTiffin. Melanie Millin 
won the Ladies Midweek Championship and also the Ladies Championship Nett with a score 
of 143. 
I was fortunate to win The Parasampia Cup this year and am also very honoured and proud to 
share the podium with Aaron Henry our Men’s 2017 Club Champion by winning the Ladies 
2017 Club Championship with a score of 176 gross. 
The ladies have also had many successes at Away clubs this year, they include: 
Jules Culley winning the Swash-Hardie Ladies Individual Challenge Trophy at Kirtlington GC  
The Goring & Streatley Mixed Greensomes Open was won by Sarah Jolly & Phillip McTiffin 
The Royal Ascot Ladies Open was won by Julie Myall, Katherine Hartwell and myself. 
Gill Lane & Jan King won the Hindhead Ladies Open. The Calcot Ladies Invitational was won 
by Lynn Turner invited by her friend Chris Green. Kim Richardson & Julie Myall won the Henley 
Ladies Open. And at a European level! Lorraine Storey & Jean Raincock were in the winning 
team in the Golf4Women Tournament at Desert Springs, Spain. 
At a national level, we entered several competitions:  
Kim Richardson & Janice Paulin got through to the 3rd round of the Daily Mail Foursomes.  
We entered 2 teams into the new Annodata matchplay tournament but unfortunately both were 
knocked out by Newbury & Crookham. The midlands south regional finals of the Australian 
Spoons were represented by Lynn Turner & Ann MacDonald at the Cotswold Club and the 
Peugeot Coronation Foursomes by Lorraine Storey & Allison Holmes at Bath golf club. 
One of the main successes this year has been winning the High Silver League 2017. I am very 
proud to have captained the following ladies to victory in this tournament against Donnington 
Valley, Newbury & Crookham, Mapledurham, Basingstoke, Sandford Springs & Marlborough golf 
clubs. They are Kim Richardson, Gill Lane, Lynn Turner, Anne-Marie Gane, Julie Myall, Jules 
Culley, Allison Holmes & Katherine Hartwell. Very well done! 
The Bronze League did not fare so well but I thank Sue Kingham for co-ordinating the DG team 
this year. The DG ladies have also been taking part in County competitions. We played in the 
Duncan Trophy, the Interclub Shield and in the Angela Uzielli competitions. However, we had 
several individual wins in the following Berkshire competitions bringing back silverware! 
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The President's Salvers, which was played here at Home, was won by Katherine Hartwell (with 
partner Laura Hawkins, N&C). 
I was successful winning the Millennium Competition at Mapledurham golf club (with Pat 
Bennett, Reading GC & Claire Randell, Sonning GC) as well as the Senior's Championship 
Nett at Newbury & Crookham and the Tournament Cup and Coronation Silver Medal at West 
Berks golf club (shared with Djura Macrae-Stoelwinder, Calcot Park). The County Handicap 
Reduction Cup was won by Melanie Millin reducing her handicap last year by 8.3 shots!  
I do hope we can continue to support and do well in future county competitions. 
This year DG also joined the Berkshire Lady Captains Golfing Society and so any past and 
future lady captains can become members. And so, as you have just heard we continue to be a 
very strong ladies section and this is not only in our golf but with our friendships too. 
I'd like to thank our president TC, The captain Graham, and Senior's Captain Chris, as well 
as the committee, the golf management and the hotel management for all your support 
this year. But I'd especially like to thank the members and in particular the ladies for 
making my year so enjoyable. 
I wish the incoming captains Dave and Chris all the best in their roles and of course Kim, I 
pass the baton over to you at the beginning of April and wish you every success and 
enjoyment. Thank you. 
 
TC thanked the Lady Captain and invited GA to read the Club Captains report 
 
Captain’s report 
 I feel very proud to have been your Captain for this last year. I have been asked numerous times 
over the last few weeks “Have you enjoyed your year?” I can say without question surprisingly 
and emphatically yes. It has been a real pleasure as I have truly felt the support of so many 
members and staff during this last year.  
I would like to thank my fellow Captains Fay and Chris for all their efforts over the past year in 
keeping their sections organised and running as smoothly as ever.  The Ladies and the Seniors, 
as you know, have a huge number of matches and events to organise each year and it’s a credit 
to you both and your vice captains that they have run as smoothly as they have. It’s been a 
pleasure working with you both. 
Thanks to Marc Rollings & Dave Knight for your all efforts this year.  
Marc may only have been here a few years and it is a real loss that he is moving on. He has 
worked unstintingly for you the members with enthusiasm wishing to make DG as good a golf 
club as it can be. I wish him well in his future role. 
Dave, you and your team have done a great job under difficult circumstances to keep the 
course as good as it can be, and hopefully with the help of the weather and the continued support 
of Sandtrend you can continue to maintain the course to the very high standards you have set 
yourself. Even through the worst of the weather, we still get to play off good tees and greens. The 
work on the course bunkers is looking really good and the new higher quality sand is playing so 
much more evenly than previously. With the snow the course may not be at its best right now but 
we are hopeful for a good year ahead. 
Thanks also to Nigel Green and all the hotel staff for all your support and assistance 
throughout the year. I know you have a difficult task in conveying our ideas & wishes to the 
owners and your efforts are much appreciated. 
Thanks to Tom Fleming as you continue to transform the interaction between the Pro-Shop and 
the members. I will miss your final questions in AOB that have shown your desire and 
commitment to trying new things for the good of the club. Some of your inspiring new ideas this 
year led to the first running of a Captain Pro Challenge, quiz nights and additional competitions at 
Christmas and for the 6 nations all of which were a great success. 
The Champagne Rollup goes from strength to strength.  My thanks go to Geoff Kells, for all 
his help in organising this event each week during the summer months. It has become a major 
weekly social event at the club, and is a great way of integrating some of our new members to 
the existing members. I welcome handing over the responsibility for running the evening to Mel 
and Craig, who on their return from their honeymoon, have agreed to take this over. 
Our Club teams performed well this year: 
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The Concord team under Chris Bainbridge enjoyed a good year securing a 3rd spot in the 
league.  
Tim Brunsden ran a successful Hillman Trophy team which unfortunately was beaten in the 
Semi finals by Calcot park. 
The two Annodata men’s teams had varying success with one team captained again by Tim 
getting through three rounds. The Club matches were a great success which was run by Craig 
Coleman. We came second in the Tri series to Wokefield Park. 
The seniors had their usual plethora of matches winning more than they lost as usual. 
We have already heard how successful the ladies section was and well done again to them. 
 At an individual level there was one outstanding performance during the year. In his absence I 
am sure you will join me in congratulating Chris Bainbridge on his win in the Carnoustie 
Tassie. There were wins too for Kevin Walker, in the seniors open at Weybrooke Park, and 
the team of Andy Storer, Vinnie Hanniffy, Aaron Henry and Chris Devonshire, who won the 
Pro-Am at The Berkshire.  
I would especially like to thank Andy Storer who has stepped up admirably to competitions 
secretary. He had a very hard act to follow but has done so with a smile and a lot of hard work. 
The newest edition of the competitions manual is now up on the website. The manual itself 
gives just a glimpse of the amount of work involved in this role. The normal club competitions 
have been superbly ran by Andy, and his sub- committee, throughout the year. The winter 
knockouts are now completed. These competitions don’t just run themselves, there is an awful lot 
of work that goes into the organising & administering of these competitions which goes 
unnoticed.  Your efforts are greatly appreciated Andy.  
Gill Lane has done a fantastic job in keeping the finances under control. Her professionalism has 
kept us in check throughout the year. From chasing ties to sorting out vouchers to sorting 
finances for the Christmas ball, I think I now appreciate a little more of the huge amount of time 
and commitment Gill has given this club of her many years on the committee. 
Steve Gridley has done a fine job with the handicaps along with the assistance of Andy & Marc.  
The members’ reps, Gary and Nick, have contributed greatly to our many debates during 
committee meetings. They have brought forward your questions and concerns to the committee 
and given feedback to yourselves as members. 
I would also like to thanks our President TC for his contribution to making this year go so well. 
He has been quietly supportive ensuring that we maintain our healthy traditions while being open 
to new suggestions.  
The social events have been excellent throughout the year and a special thanks must go to 
Sandy MacDougall.  Just like the competitions these just don’t happen, there is an awful lot of 
work that goes into each event to make then run smoothly as possible. Thanks also to  Tim 
Brunsden  for running the presentation evening last year with impeccable detail and supporting 
Sandy with the Christmas ball.  
The Charity for the past year as you know was one close to my heart and we have raised a 
staggering amount of money which I can assure you will be put to very good use. I am sure we 
will hear more about that on the presentation evening.  
I will leave the exact figure to Gill but it is very close to £10,000.  
 
The reason this club runs so well is down to the many passionate and committed people 
who work behind the scenes to help in the smooth running of the golf club.  It does not go 
unnoticed by myself, or the committee, and again my heartfelt thanks go to ALL Members 
who have helped or assisted in whatever manner during the course of the year.  
Thank you all. 
I have every confidence that you will continue to support and assist your incoming 
captains, Dave, Kim and Chris, and I wish them and their Vice Captains all the best for the 
coming year. 
 
GA introduced The Treasurer GL and asked her to present the financial report for the past 
year. 
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Treasurer’s report 
Income and Expenditure 
The Club made an operating loss of £562 in 2017.  
Total Income Competitions Income showed a decrease from £9,793, to £9,463 and the amount 
paid out in vouchers also decreased from £5,970 to £5,695.  
The decrease in Income is entirely due to lower participation in competitions bad weather again 
played it part.  
Fines charged to Members for late pulling out of competitions dropped from £80 to £47. 
There was no sponsorship for the Club Championships this year again, but with small profits 
being taken at the Captains’ Drive in of £179, and an increase in the takings from the bar at the 
Club Champs from £221 to £256, we were again able to give a small gift to all participants, 
costing £458.  
Club ties have continued to be on sale during the year, However with a stock check we have had 
to write off 3 (given away for various reasons), and a small amount of interest has been received 
on the Committee funds, resulting in total net Income for the year of £319, a reduction of £185 
from the previous year. 
Total Expenditure This has reduced during the year from £1,290 to £882. 
There are some significant differences between the 2 years: 
The entry fees paid towards team entries club competitions increased from a total of £486 last 
year to £538 this year. 
Balance Sheet The Club’s total funds stand at £9,562,  
Current assets are £16,697, being cash in the bank of £16,373, plus debtors of £324 relating to  
Club ties which were unsold at 31 December 2017,  
Total liabilities stand at £7,134, this sum relates to vouchers still unclaimed, prizes to be given 
at the forthcoming prize giving, and the Memorial Fund which has £299 remaining  
Charity Account 
GL highlighted the fantastic effort made by both the ladies and the seniors sections in fundraising 
but commented that a significant sum had once again come from the auctions on the Captains 
Charity day raising £5878 
The total raised for Graham and Fay’s charity currently stands at £9,604,  
GL asked if there were any questions about the accounts 
Cliff Waller asked if the sum quoted as provision for prizegiving was for 2 years GL replied No 
they were for this year and it looks as though the whole amount will be spent 
As there were no further questions from the floor, TC asked for a proposer and seconder, 
they were proposed by Jim Purvis and seconded by Cliff Waller.  
The meeting accepted the accounts as a true record for the previous financial year. 
 
GA thanked GL for her report 
 
GA asked TC to read the motions to be considered by the AGM 
TC announced that notices and agendas had been posted around the clubhouse and on 
the website for the periods quoted in the club constitution and as the committee had 
received no correspondence from the members in the said time, there were no motions to 
be considered for the AGM. 
 
TC then handed the meeting to Dave Adams, the Vice-Captain to officially close the meeting 
and proceeded to present an overview of the year ahead. 
 
Overview of the year ahead by the Vice Captain Dave Adams 
Dear Fellow golf members, it is both an honour & a privilege to be the Club Captain of this 
wonderful club in our 25th anniversary year. 
I would like to begin by thanking the outgoing Captains, Graham, Fay & Chris, for all their hard 
work & dedication over the past very successful year.  I’d also like to join with them in thanking 
the Committee, Nigel & the Sandtrend team which includes Marc Rollings, who sadly leaves us 
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this Friday, Dave Knight and his team, and our Head-Pro Tom Fleming and his team, for all their 
hard work and efforts over the last twelve months. 
Looking forward to the year ahead, I am very pleased to be working with and helped along by 
a wonderfully dedicated committee who will comprise this year: 
Club President – TC: Vice-Captain – Rob Carvill: Ladies’ Captain – Kim Richardson: Ladies 
Vice-Captain - Anne-Marie Gane: Seniors’ Captain – Chris Armitage: Treasurer – Gill Lane 
Competitions & Handicap Secretary – Andy Storer assisted by Steve Gridley and finally your 
Members’ Reps – Nick Bowley & Gary Rinaldi. 
All ably supported by Nigel Green & the Sandtrend Management Team, my fellow Captains, 
Team Captains, Sub-Committees and the many volunteers who all contribute to the successful 
running of the club. 
In addition to the regular competitions and events we have added a 25th Anniversary 
Competition to take place on Saturday 16th July  and as a trial have moved a Board Competition, 
the Captain’s Rosebowl  to Sunday 1st July, as we are aware that not everyone can play on a 
Saturday.  There are numerous Men’s, Ladies & Mixed Club matches for all abilities,  full details 
of which are available on the website & club notice boards – please feel free to contact the team 
Captains should you want to represent your club in these matches, all of their phone numbers are 
in the club diary 
The Team Captains for 2018 are as follows: Hillman Trophy – Graham Attridge: Anodata – TC 
and Jason Axford  & Gill Lane will captain both of the ladies teams 
Concorde League – Steve Lillywhite: Tri-Series / Interclub – Craig Coleman 
Duncan Trophy – Gill Lane: High Silver League – Fay Unsworth: Bronze League – Sue 
Kingham;  Mixed Friendly League – Kim Richardson & Maggie Smith 
Good luck to all our Captains and their teams for the coming year. 
I am also pleased to confirm that Melanie & Craig Coleman have agreed to take over the running 
of the ever-popular Champagne Roll-Up on a Friday evening supported by Graham Attridge & 
Geoff Kells. 
Our Charity: This year both myself and my Lady Captain Kim, have chosen to support Rainbow 
Rooms, part of the Newbury & District Cancer Care Trust based at West Berkshire 
Community Hospital.  Full details will be provided on the Captains Drive-in and throughout the 
year and in particular on our annual fundraising Captains’ Charity Day.  We know that you will, as 
you always do, join with us in supporting this worthy local charity. 
I would also like to reiterate Marc Rolling’s earlier points, it is in all members interests to help 
maintain the course in the condition that we’d all want it to be in, so please can I ask that you use 
the divot bags whenever & wherever possible and always carry and use a pitch mark repairing 
tool. 
Finally if you have any issues or concerns regarding the Club, the course or anything golf related, 
please let me or any other member of the Committee know, and we will ensure that it is 
discussed with the right people, to obtain the right action. 
I hope that you all enjoy being active members at Donnington Grove and I urge you to 
participate in as many events as possible.  We have a great golf club, great committee, 
great facilities and above all great members – In this our “Silver Jubilee”, have an 
enjoyable and productive golfing year .Thank you. 
 
I will now hand you back to TC for questions on any other business thank you. 
 
TC thanked DA and wished him good luck in his year of office along with all the other captains  
and vice-Captains he also, on behalf of the members, thanked the Club Captain (GA) and the 
lady Captain (FU) and all the other outgoing Captains for a job well done. 
 
TC then offered to all the members present at the AGM, an opportunity to ask general questions 
to the members of the committee and management in the form of a question and answer forum, 
for information only, and not to be put to the meeting for a vote, this section would be deemed as  
any other business; 
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Any Other Business 
Cliff Waller asked why do we not hear of Seniors and Juniors achievements at the AGM 
TC responded by pointing out that the junior section was virtually non-existent at this time with 
no Junior Organiser or events, but it is currently being worked on and on the Seniors, again it 
was pointed out, that the Seniors have their own AGM, and a very regular posting on the website. 
Vince Hanniffy asked NG, according to last year’s AGM the bar and restaurant were to be 
refurbished what’s happening? NG responded by informing all that a budget was in place to 
proceed but the funds were not made available however the funds are now available and work 
should proceed in 2018  
Vince Hanniffy then asked what are the proposed changes entailed NG replied new flooring, 
furniture and fabrics and a different bar configuration but the floor space remains the same 
Ian Panting asked about the use of Hedgehog wheels as they were not allowed to use them in a 
away Concorde match are we having the same policy next winter. DK responded a total review 
of the use of Hedgehog wheels will take place before this winter, as in some areas on the course 
they didn’t work. MR then went on to explain the reasons why they were introduced and a short 
discussion amongst all took place quoting battery life, types of wheels and worm casts, at the end 
DK explained that the problem with worm casts and the removal of them is expense and 
manpower  
Vince Hanniffy asked has the budget been increased to accommodate extra greenstaff  
DK replied Yes he has reviewed his staff levels and there is a budget for an extra person he 
went on to inform all that new greenkeeping machines were also coming in soon. 
Dave Lawson asked are we going to re-vamp our website and bring it up to date and keep it 
more current. MR then explained to all that they were close to bringing in a solution to this in the 
form of an app that would give the member more control and would also be a fantastic Marketing 
and management tool NG then commented that the owners are spending money with a 
marketing company to achieve all that we were asking 
Sarah Purvis then asked will the new one allow it to be for members only with a password to 
open the members section, because at present anyone can open the members page.  
MR confirmed that this was an option 
 
TC asked if there was any other questions, and as there were no further questions, he 
concluded by thanking GA, FU, GL, NG, MR and DA, for their reports reminded all attendees 
that refreshments would be provided in the members bar downstairs and handed the meeting 
back to the Vice-Captain Dave Adams. 
 
The Vice Captain (DA) declared the AGM closed at 8.38pm 
 
Refreshments were provided with the compliments of  
Nigel Green, General Manager DGCC (Sandtrend) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AGM minutes prepared by Tony Coleman: Club President. 


